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. ; of the public, I was exceedingly mortifigd, 
when-1 returned to England, after a; ſexvice 
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„ mand in North thx hug T 
ada: aQtuated:, by the moſt ardent 
zeal for the King's ſervice, and the intereſts 


 of-ſeven years in that country, to ſind that 


— 
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5 errorieqbs opinions had gone forth. reſpecting 
1 and that many perſons; had, in conſe- 
Wende, admitted. impreflions to my preju- | 


7 
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1 0 2 * OH 
duce. Annie, therefore, to explain whit. 
had been miſinterpreted or miſrepreſented, 
(as indeed might well be expected, from the 
| publication bf Lord Cs letter of the 2otl/fdf = 
'Oftober, without being accompanied by my 
anſwer to it) I had 'propoſed taking an op- 
portunity, in, the Houſe, of .Commons, of 
ſaying a few words on fock parts of my 
conduct ag ſegrned 1 not, to be ſufficiently ung 
derfiogd : and I flatter myſelf” I ſhould have 
been able to make it appear, that I ated 
up to the -utmoſt of my powers, from the 
| tight end of niy comintitd 5 Gall 
that none of the misfortunes of the | 
voforcwiits! catipaign'oF 1181 can; als | 
ths daa der- of Jag in 5 
me. tl: 10 
But I atrived. une W late in wi cob, 
that 1 was 'adviſed'to defbr it and ir was 
Judged that the gracious reception 1 had quſt 
met with from my Sovereign rendered un 


imtmodinte explanation unneceſſary, | I was | 
4 A not, 


Cay 


not, however, apprifed e the 

pPoublie prejudice; had beep excited againſt 

mas elſe, 1,thould probably have bean inr 
duced to haye taken an earlier opportunity 
of offering to Parliament what I have to ſay 
on the ſabje&,- But the late change in pub» 
e affairs, furniſhing ſo much more impor - 
tant matter fot their deliberation, deprived 
me. of the oppottuuity I thought I thould 
bave had: and, as by the preſent ceſs it | 
is probable that I may not be able to exe» | 
gute my intentions before a late period, when 
| perhaps. peculiar, circumſtancePuakght fees 
me through delicacy to decline it, I beg 
leave to lay before the public the following 
plain Narrative, which will, I truſt, remove 
prejucice and error. | 

I have. much to regret thas, dis this | 
bylineſ vas diſcuſſed in the Houſe of Lords 
lat ſeſſion of Parliament, the whole of my 
corteſpondence,. with the lite' American 
* Lieutenant General Earl Corn 
Mal B 2 | Vallis, 


( 4 ) 
Wallis, and the Admirals commanding on 
the Weſt-India and American ſtations, was 
not produced, or at leaſt ſuch parts thereof 

nas, being neceſſary to explain my conduct, 

might have appeared confiſtently with ſtate 
policy. Becauſe the letters which compoſe 
that correſpondence, being written to the 
moment as events happened, are certainly 


: the-moſt faithful records of my actions and 


| intentiBns 3. and are conſequently -the clears 
eſt, faireſt, and moſt unexceptionable teſti- 
monies I can adduce in their ſupport.” 
hope, therefore, I ſhall ſtand exculpated 
from the neceſſity of the caſe, for any im- 
propriety. there may be in my annexing to 
this letter ſuch of them as 1 may judge 
moſt requiſite for that purpoſo. Three of 
them indeed will, I preſume, be found very 
material, (Appendix No. IX.) as they con-' 
tain my anſwers and obſervations upon Lord 
Cornwallis's letters of the 2oth of October 
and ad of December on the ſubject of 
_— 2 4 | the 


> Eg; 
dhe unfbrtunats Srtf6en? of the vi em. 
pagn in the Cheſipelk ;\—L- vas litter 1 


ani ſorry to thlerve, were gisem to, the 

public, while mine ih anſwer welt ith. 

held ffom it f -L 1 hope without defign, ©” | 
Although 1. never dated promiſe myſelf | 
that any exertions of mine, with my very 

Dr ord force _(nearly.. 8383 1 ug 


CA gr Mal SECT n = 
ferently* from what 1 once flattered my. 


11 . 


ſelf 3 it would; as may appear, "by the ſub⸗ 


joined, extracts of letters, written in the be- 
edge af _ s Y, _ n were 
„ AN nt n tet = 'ifents R 
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dert. 


, am melt exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at 
the very unfortunate affair of the 1 7th of f January, (Cow. 
per's, ) I confeſs I dread the conſequences, But my 
vopo is, as it. ever will be, in our Lordſhip! „ abilities X 
and exertions, | I hare much . — that Brigadier- | 
general Arnold'l projetted move” In favour of your 

e Lordſhip'e 


Cs 9 
tranſiqired;to. the Miniſter... I was led, 
þowsyerg. into theſe hopes, more | by the 


appapent diſtreſſes of the enemy than any 


ib ſycceſſes we had met with. oi 


© * The plan I had formed for the campaign 


of Ye (upon the, expeQation of a rein- 
Fre N TELLS 3/4471 + To ce | forcement 


boah operations 250 haves been opt by the 
appearance of the Trench ſhips, Diſcontent runs 
high in'ConneQicut; In ſhort, my Lord, there ſeems 


little wanting to give n mortal ſtab''to rebellion, but a 
proper reinforcement and a permanent ſuperiority at 
ſoa for the next campaign y without which aby enter- 


. prize depending on water movements muſt certainly run 


great ride. Until Colonel Bruce arrives,” U um unter- 
win what reinforcements are intended for this army, 
The Miniſter has however aſſured me, that every poſſible 
exertion vill be made.” Lotter from Sir Henry Cline 
ton to Lord Cornwallls, March 3, 1781, 
«1 cannot ſufficiently expreſs my extreme joy at reads 


| ing Waſhington's letter, It iy ſuch a deſcription of 


Arrest, ag otay ſerve to convince, that with a-tolecgþle 


reinforcement from wope, to enable your Excellency 
| to determine on in offenſive campaign, the year 1780 
may 


« 
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Etebttent frond Lutaße front th Wert! 
Indles = and fro the Bouthward Vetter ofiel | 
tation ſhould Cafe: i e 
to what I tight" be able to pate dt Thie ting 
. from'the Thall 'Forcs under ty inc 
- Eomriiantar New: York: was <lclilited' tu 

make u falr and folid effort in favoür ö out 
friends — in {Ari where had fame as 
ſon t belle they wee numerous und 
. hearty i und were E juliged it might be made 
with little 'datiget;" eben fror i kemßetüty 
basal ſuperiority of the ehiemy. Tifle pt 
lach been ſuggeſted to the Miniſter in the 
year 1780, . and. more rticylagl ex- 
platned to him in 1781 I ee 
which. a prefarence.. was. given t9: pather, 
(Appendia, Ne l.) Which ſeemed to e 
rnb N 4 uu 2 r 2 ert 
36! wilgqu) awonli and If ts Ade at Hh a 
wh probably pr prove 158 glortous 17 5 to your command 
In America, by putting an end to the rebellion; — — 


Letter from Wap te Str K. Chuten, 
Portſmouth, Virginia, April 16, 198t, 


= 
foreed (Appendix, No, II.). upon me by 
Lord Cormrallis's quitting the Carolinas, 
whore. L bad left. him int the command, and 


' marebing, into Virginia; a meaſure, 1 muſt 
ſar/ determined upon without my approba · 
non, and very contrary ta my, wiſhes, anf 
intentions. The Miniſter directed me to ſup- 
port Lord Cornwallis and ſolid operation in 
Virginia ;, the, danger of which, | without, a _ 
_ covering fleet, I had conſtantly eren ted 
ta him. He repeatedly, and poſitively, pro- 
miſed mea coveripg fleet ;® 886 when. the 
W 1 ui 10 flint 9413 08 bs . Admiral 
dk, from Lord Georg FOR 


7 di} 4* 6! 


mur enn ' . 
Aren % 1982, 4 The lateneſd bf e faafort will, k 
migine, prevent. Monf. De Graſt w undettaklng any 
thing «gaink the King's poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indles. 
But lt ls probable, as ſoon a4 he has thrown ſupplies Into 

| fhe ſeveral lands, be will proceed, to North America, 
and join'the French forces at Rhode Iſland, and endes · 
your to revive the Me cauſe of rebellion, But as 


p 9 
9 1 . * W ww ++ S | 
= — . 


„ | 
Admiral arrived with the naval. reiaforce» 
ment from the Weſt-Indies, he was clearly 
484 tated {PV CLE. We | of 
Sir George Rodney's force ib Title inferior to bis, and 
he will be watchful of his mofions, I am not apprehen- 
' Gre he will give him time to do you any material iu- 
jury before he comes to your ſuccour.“ 

.' May 2, 781. © And as Sir George Rodney will 
| hring youehres wore regiments from the Leeward Iſlands 
before the hurricane months, the augmentation-of your 
force muſt, © Opn _ to dhe vemoſt of 
your wiſhes.” - R 

July 7, 1781. The arrival of the reinforcement 
will, { hope, enable you to proceed immediately in the 
execution of your purpoſe, without waiting for the* 
three regiments from the Weſt Indies z for 1 do not ex- 
pect they will join you before the ſeaſom for offenſive 
operations there le over j when, I have reaſon to be- 
lieve, the French fleet will puſh for North America, 
and slr George Rodney will certainly follow them, to 
prevent them from giving you any rr In your 
operations,” 

July 14, 1/8 t. „ The purpoſe of the enemy was 
long known here, and Sir George Rodney has been ap- 
priſed of it, and will certainly not loſe fight of Men. 
C De 


=" 
of opinion himſelf, and of ae 
me, that he had brought that covering fleet; 
(Appendix, No. III.) Therefore, as Admi- 
4 ral Graves's ſquadron was acknowledged to 

be Lugerior to hounds Monſieur de Barras, 
| 9 rr 


De Graſſe. The very proper ſtep you, took Crake 
| mitting him copies of the letters you had intercepted, 
muſt donfirm him in the reſolution he had taken in oon 
ſequence of the former intelligence. But as in a mats 
ter of ſo great moment, no precaution ſhould be omitted, 
or poſſible contingency unguarded- againſt, extracts of 


dcs intercepted letters will be ſent to him from dence, 


and preciſe inſtructions given to him to proceed direQly 
to North America, whenever Mon, De Graſſe _ the 
Leeward Iſlands,” 
July 24, 1781. * And I truſt, that as Bir George 
Rodney knows De Graſſe's deſtination, and the French 
acknowledge his ſhips fail better than their's, that he 
will get before him, and be in readineſs to receive him 
when he comes upon the coaſt,” 
September 25, 1781. „J truſt, before the end of fi 
_ Auguſt, Sir, Samuel Hood will have been with you, 
and that after his junction with Admiral Graves our fr 

| periority at ſea will be reſerved.” 


a 


| „ 
I could not but ſuppoſe that the arrival of 
| Admiral Digby (hourly -expefted) would 


give us a moſt deciſive naval ſuperiority. — 
And here, perhaps, it may not be improper 
to. remark, that though the Miniſter direty 
me, by his letters of the ad of May, and 6th | 
of June, to adopt ſolid operation in Virginia. 

he ſignifies to me his Majeſty's approbation 
of my own plan, in a ſubſequent letter of 
the 14th of July, telling me at the ſame 
time, that © he has not the leaſt doubt Lord 
« Cornwallis will have fully ſeen the rea- 
. « ſonableneſs of it, and has executed it with 
* his wonted ardor, intrepidity, and rr 

a ceſs.” 
Under theſe circumſtances, and with theſs 


| aſſurances, 1 never could have the moſt diſtant 
idea that Mr. Waſhington had the leaſt hopes 
of a ſuperior French fleet in the Cheſapeak; 
and conſequently never could ſuppoſe that he 
would venture to go there. But if he ſhould, 
J. was fatisfied from the reaſons already 
| C 3 | ſtated 


cw) 


Nated, that 1 ſhould be able to meet him * 
there with every advantage on my fide, bßß 
Having the command of the waters of that 


bay'— without which he could not poſſibly . - 


feed his army. This opinion has been-alſo . 
ſinde confirmed by a letter from him to 
Count De Graſſe, dated 26th of September 


1787, (No. IV. Appendix) wherein he tells: 


bim, if he quits the Cheſapeak, the enemy. 


will certainly get poſſeſſivi of it, and hs 
muſt diſband his army. 
Had my correſpondence been produced, 


it would have appeared from it, and the re: 
turns accompanying it, that inſtead of 


ſeventeen, twenty, nay twenty-four thouft 
and men, which it has been reported I had 


at New York (after the very ample rein- 
forcements as the Miniſter 'acknowledges 


(No. V. Appendix) which I had ſent to the 
ſouthward) I had not 1 2,000. effeQives, and 
of theſe not above g, 300 fit for duty, re- 
gulars and provincials. But had 1 had 

| tier 


| (ig ) 
| tirice that nuinber, A do not know — 


after. leaving ſufficient - garriſons in 
iflands aud poſts. depending (which it is = 
mittediby all would take 6000)-I could, as _ 
has been inſinuated, have! prevented the 
junction between Monſ. Rochambeau and Ges 
neral Waſhington, which was made in the 
highlands, at leaſt 50 miles from me; or that 
T'could have made any direct move agaiuſt 
their army wher joined (confiſting then of 
at leaſt 11,000 men, excluſive of militia; 
afſembled on each fide the Hudſon) with 
any proſpect of ſolid advantage from it. Ot 
if I had as many reaſons to believe that Mr. 
Waſhington would move his army into 
Virginia without a covering French fleet; 
as 1 had to think he would not; I could 
not have prevented his paſſing the Hudſon 
under cover of his forts at Verplanks and 
Stoney Points. Nor (ſuppoſing 1 had boars. 
properly manned) would. it have been ad- 
| Viſcable to have landed at Elizabeth town, 
12 | * 


* 


towards the Delaware, have paſſed an army 


. 
im the face of works which he might eafly 
have occupied (as they were only ſeven 
miles from his camp at Chatham) without 
ſubjecting my army to be beat, en detail, 
Nor could I, when informed of his march 


in time to have made any impreſſion upon 
him before he croſſed that river. But witk 


my reduced force, any attempt of the ſort 
would have been madneſs and folly in the 


extreme. 

With what * poſſibly be ſourcd from 
ſuch a force, nothing could be attempted 
except againſt detachments from Mr. Waſh» 
ington's army, or (when reinforced in a 


ſmall degree) againſt ſuch of it's diſtant mas 
_ gazines as might occaſionally happen to be 
unguarded. Two of the latter offered, one 


againſt Philadelphia, which I certainly ſhould | 
have attempted in July, had Lord Corn- 
wallis ſpared me any part of 3000 men; 
but as his Lordſhip ſeemed to think he 

"Ip could 


\ 


| Rochambeay's 


” i. = A £7 ed ha elf Ae Cn 


„ 

could not hold the ſtations we both thought 
eligible, if he ſpared me any part of the, 
force with him, T was obliged to relinquith 
this deſign. - The other much more im- 
portant, was againſt Rhode Iſland I had 
diſcovered by intercepted letters from all the 
French Admirals and Generals, that Couut 


White Plains: that their battering train 
and ſtores for fiegs were left at Providenco 
under little' more than a militia guard; and 

that their fleet remained in Rhode Tan 
harbour with orders, as ſoon as repaired, 7 | 

retire to Boſton for ſecurity, © By private iu- 
formation, which I had at that time, T found 
alſo that the works at Rhode Mand were in 
a great meaſure diſmantled, and had only a 
few invalids and militia to guard them, and = 
that they were both there and at Providence 
under great apprehenſions of à viſit from 5 
us. From other motives as well as my own 
knowledge of theſe poſts, Thad the  flrorighett 


army had marched Field 
Rhode Iſland to join Mr. Waſhington — the 


: 165 16 * | 
| * ee befinden to, G4 
tewpt againſt them, aud I therefore immedi- 

wee eden Graves gator 


— bam Runge, The, xpialaroment 
joined me an the n 12h; of , Auguſt, and 
dhe Admize! (wha, had, failed gp, 4 Stuiſe) 
bayi ing returned to the coaſt. op the 16th, 
Wo ro tencwred my. #2poſil,, (Apr 


or” por mm 5 ner 


_ veflity of ſenciag the Robulia be hg yard to 
be refitred, and that he ſhould, take the op- 
| portugigy While that was doing of ſhifting 
_ 4 maſt gr two in the, Prudentes, and when 
4 9 he would 
4 Fu) The 1 8 the 
38th ; Sir Samuel Hood, however, arriving 


4 en 


ee 
on that day, I immediately ordered the 


Moope to be embärked ; and going 40 the 
Admirale un Long Ifland;-I propoſedto them 


that the expedition ; ſhould) inſtantly tale 
place: but receiving intalligence that evening 
that Monſicur De Barras had failed: on the 
24th, it was of courſe ſtopped. Thus, ta the 
Admirals great mortifieation and myiown, 
was loſt an opportunity of making tha coſt 
06 (HI artorapt. mann 
wart ar ban pf 
— in a to my great ſurpriſe, 
(or I till conſidered our fleet as ſuperior) 
hearing that Mr. Waſhington was decidedly 
marching to the ſouthward, I called a 
| council -of all the general officers, who'una« 
nimoyfly eoneurred with me in opinion, that 
Re the da way to füccout Earl Cornwallis 
was to go to bim in the Cheſapoak. a 2 bt. 
.. Although I had every. reaſon to diſapprove 
of Earl Cornwallis's march into Virginia, 
nnn me; (at the riſk of en- 


7 D } gaging 


| (68) 
geging me in'-dangerous / operations; for 

Which I' was not prepared) yet, as I ſuppoſed 
he acted with at leaſt the approbation of the 
Miniſter, I left him as free at air, when he 
artived there, to plan and execute according 
to his diſcretion 3 only recommending to 
him, in caſe he had none of his own, the plan 
I had offered to the Miniſter ! which, not- 
withſtanding the opinion given in the letter 
of July 14, before quoted,“ I did not, how» - 

ever, find his Lordſhip the leaſt inclined: to 
1 * Ne nt adopt. 


* Extiia from Lord George Germain 1 1 La to te 
Henry Clinton, July 14. 1781, —« It is with the moſt | 
unfeigned-pleaſure I obey his Majeſty's commande, in | 
expreſſing to you his royal approbation of the plan you 
have adopted for proſecuting the war in the provinces 
ſouth of the Delaware, and of the ſuccours, Jeu have 
furniſhed, and the inſtructions you have given for car- 
rying it into execution. The copies of the very i impor- 
tant correſpondence which fo fortunately fell into pour 
hands, (incloſed in your diſpatch) ſhew' the rebel affairs 
to be almoſt deſperate, and that nothing but the ſue- 


give tlie reaſons which induced mie to recom- 


4 19 Sy 
adopt.  Andithat letter, wich I did not. te · 


ceive till September, found me deeply. and 
| 1 n 8 had 


forced me into. 
And here, (perhaps, it may din proper to 


ceſs of ſome extraordinary enterprize can glve vigour 
and aQivity to their cauſez and I confeſs I am well 
pienſed that they have fixed upon New Totk av/ the 
object to be attempted, as I have not the leaſt doubt 
but that the troops you had remaining with you, after - 
the ample reinforcements you ſo judiciouſly ſent to the 
Cheſapeak, would be fully ſufficient under your com- 
mand to repel any force the enemy could bring againſt 
you. I cannot cloſe this letter, without repeating to 
you the very great ſatisfaction your diſpatch has given 
me and my moſt entire and hearty coincidence with 
you in the plan you have propoſed to Lord Cornwallis, 
for diſtreſſing the rebels, and recovering the ſouthern 
provinces to the King's obedience. And as his Lord» 
ſhip, when he received your letters of the 8th aud rich 
of June, will have fully ſeen. the reaſonableneſs of its 


Thave not the leaſt doubt but his Lordſhip has execyted;- 


it with his wonted ardor, increpidity, and ſucceſs. 
. + 


0 


mend to Lord Cornwallis to 'ſohurh a POR | 
ſtation for large ſhips, if one could be found 
that was capable of being fortified and main- 
tained againſt « temporary ſupetiority of ths 
enemy at ſea, - agreeable. to the inſtructions 
which I had before. given to General Phil» 
lips, and which were of courſe to be now 
conſidered as ſuch to his Lordſhip, (Ap- 
pendix, No. X.) | 

Although I FR not to * en 
ed that the enemy could have had a ſuperi- 
ority at ſea, after the aſſurances I had re- 
ceived from the Miniſter, yet always 
wiſhed, to guard againſt even a poſſibility 5 

of it. Finding, therefore, by Lord Corn- 
wallis's letters, that on his arrival in the 
Cheſapeak, he had no plan of his own to 
propoſe, and that he did not incline to 
follow the one 1 had offered to his con- 


Gderation, 1 recommended the taking a re- | 
ſpectable defenſive ſtation either at Williamſ. 
burg. or an. "(rk * latter of which his 

Lordſhip 


(6817) 


Lordihip had informed dne in a lettbe, Geb 
zsth of May, be wat inckined, from the * 
repbrts which had been made to lim, tw 


think well of 28 4 naval ſtition and places 


of arts)" and left his Lordihip at liberty 
to keep all the troops he had in Virginia, 


(amounting to about ſeven thoufand men) 


But thinking that he miglit well ſpare three 
thouſand ; 1 defired he would Keep all that 


were nebeſſary for a reſpectable defenſive,” 
and deſultory water movements, arid ' ſend 
me of three thouſand men all he could: 
His Lordſhip miſconceiving my intentions 
(as will,” I truſt, be manifeſt to whoever 
reads our correſ] pondence) and conſidering | 
my call for three thouſand men as uncon- 
ditional, tells me that he could not with 
che remainder keep York and Glouceſter ; 
and that he ſhould, therefore, repaſs James- 
river and go to the ſtation at Portſmouth. 
Which reſolution _ confeſs) Uurpriſed me, 


= 


. 232 
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+ he had 't litle befobe, im the lettet above 
quoted, repreſented that paſt as unhealthy, 
and requiring an army tb: defend it. Ou 
weit af bis Lordſhip's letter, I imruedi- 
ately eonſultecd the Admiral, who was, of 


of opinion, that a naval ſtation, | for large | 


ſhips was. abſolutely neceſſary, and : necome, 
manded Hampton :- road. Thereſore in my 
letter of the 1,14th July, I directed his 
Lordſhip to examine and fortify Old, Point 
Comfort, which the Admiral and I thought, 
would cover that Road, and in which there 


had been a fort for that purpoſe for fifty 
years, though probably then in ruing,; But 
his Lordſhip. informing me in bis letter 


| of the 27th of July, that it was the opi- 


nion of the captains of the navy, the 
engineers, and himſelf, that any works, 


erected on Old Point Comfort, 85 might . 


440 de eaſily deſtroyed by a "fleet, and would 


” not , anſwer - the Purpoſo: J and that 


6 therefore, according to the ſpirit of my 


45 


53 orders, 
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eee 
« orders, he: ſhould: ſane York and Olou · 
« cbſter, ns the only barburtii;which he 


* oduld hope to de alle to give effoctuul pro» 
« tetion to Ine of battle ſhips 1% 1 ſuppoſed 
his Lordſhip had entirely approved of thoſe 
poſts. and that aſter examining them with 
the officers of the King's ſuips and hin engie 


neer, he, would let me know if he ſhould ſhe - 
reaſon to alter his opinion z and con eur 


ly. 1 did nat objet tog the choice he had 
made; nor indeed. had I even cauſe to, bo 
before 1 ſaw his letter of the 14th. of QQtoy 
ber, which 1 did gt receive yytil the lech, 
the dy beforp he gffred to.capitulate, when © 
for the firſt time Lfpupd his Lordthip t tho wo 
unfavourably of them, For on the a. 6th 


Auguſt, bis Lordihip tald me that he — 0 
apply,to;the, Commogace. fora, ſuip to ſend" + 
me a ſtats of things at Vork, and ting him 
beck my commands; by whigh, 4 was of 


courſe ta underſiqnd ghat his Lordſhip would 


ſend me his own and the Commodore's opi- 


()) 
nion of. Tork and Glouceſter, after his en · 
Bincer had made a moſt exact ſurreyʒ iyluich 
ho told e he was employed in, and df which 
L expected à copy, ac hie Lorüſſiip had before 
ment me ot the one taken of Old Point Com- 
bort. But not receiving theſe from His Lord- 
ſhip 1 naturally concluded” that the poſf of 
Pork and Oldacefter was fitch as His Lord- 
ſhip” and the Commicdore approved; epeci- 
Ally, as is Lordlhip, in His letter of the 
224" of Aügüſt, was pleaſed to iy, dhe 
* elhitibet has finithed his ſurvey and Ea. 
© & mination of this Place, (Tork) ard tas 
— e bis plan bebe it; «which 
aring judicious,” have approved, and 
p.. 1 directed to be exccutẽd.. And i in the fame 
fetter it Was farther implied, thut through 
the exertivh of the troops, the wörks wötld 
be tolerably complete in about” fix Weeks 
| Hom tlrat period: and frotm His Tayflig ll 


in'the kae have) 72 ! wilt not bentürs! to 
ide bonn 2:11 bs e e take 
6 
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time, chnt both York: and Glouceſter will 


4.4. 


A been hp thab-anight Werd the w 


ian n, pan "Bat beffuetik that vt 
„ Hubblehdy Will 'pleaſz ts decide Winithet = 


1644616 Asp br bunt for cu pläne, that i 
_ meehee bf d Mbuſühd or twelve hun! 
. Gren E Cre 1 cn 1 can ſpare fror 


not only ſuffteieti to complete his works by 


che tine he Mentioned) hut that he cauld 


aſtertrurde, Hie Lordſhip's letter of the agth 
ef Septarnbyr morgover told me, I have no 


doubt; if rehef abrivee in any reaſonable 


bein 'paſſeflion of his Majeſty's vpe 


ahd dung chat of the 3d of October, 4.My | 


N 
3 b | a 0 we 


* 


(4) | 
4 we bad reaſon to hope." ' Tu Mhoga, chink 
his Lordſhip, appears to have implied in all 
his letters, (except that of the th of, Sep» 
OContvey of the nayy,, that Monſ/ Ne Graſſe,. 
calculation, to the end of Od ber at leaſt. 
From all theſe citrumſtanetsz 1 had flat- 
tered myſelf, that the works at York would 
have been tolerabhy complete by the th f 
Oddober, che day Mr Waſhington [opened 
his batteries agrinſt them: and from the - 
nion given me by certain offleers of radk, 
whothad lately come from LordiCortwallts 
at York, I wis-under no epprehenſiont; for 
'kis/ Lordſhip before the latter end of that 
' Mmotithz as I' could; not conecive that the 
ensmy could poſſibly! bring ' againſt him 


Yuoh i powerful bitteritig-train- as would de- 
motif his defences! (ſuch us I had reaſon to 
. there's prayer 
time ks fitte or ten As. Buds yaw, ant 
Although 1 never gwe' Lord Cornwallis 
aſſurunce bf the exertions of the navy before 
my letter of the aath of Septe mbar, when 1 
did it in Con ſequenet ea Hhνẽil of War, on- 
eee ee 
Leal reaſot to 


gave his Lerdſip the 
—— wotad ind beaded z*8Tahways 
took it for granted; before! Adu Grives's 
lettet to me of the ch of Septettiber, chat 
bor fleet' Was ſupekzef to that of He enemy. 
Nor, indeed, did I know before't fecetved 
Lord Cargill“ d letter r tlie i th, (hie 
ens tet Until the à 3d of Septembel) that the 
em had thirty- x ſaib of the- line, r thät 
 MÞufivir de Bu hac not ale dy ned 
| Mbofibirde Graſſt Besen the 1Ridil ö the 
hh off $opreraber 3" Bot 78d agrbit fil 
Mea den. 4 Wolp Me Küren 
«ally E 2 wers 
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ware clearly af apiniony that A Join puerapy 
aal de made by vs ig Cuoconc thy det und 
uu in the Chedhpenk , I gartuinly, chores 
fore, never could Rave blated. to his Landy 
(vp, that theleereryions. would bot be wude, 
Tus hade of this _—— 4 thinks be. 
wee meg e h ee t 


forged vs. into ſalid aparatian in that province, 
Being there, 44 hit Lord bin gould not ſub: 
A dm without having a fleet of U 
e eee eee e Ge. Ne. it bor 

ane eee neoeſiay- $0: fix} an ſame 


boalzby ang ra{peQable Fatian, thak could . | 


bes möge beben againſt 4 romporacy Supecie - 


danse den +49... have ; hes | oxiginally | 


_ Jo's. ky: me for at purple. - -Byt ch, 


ale gf: by NCR lüs, g, 


Laxdthip's .m\ſoonogiying U ordert, 7 erden, be 
n 
. . 50 8 ? 


Saen, of the! ens 44 fes And Nek and 
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| hopes, that between the timo of the French 


fleet's arriving in the Cheſipeak, and his re» 
ceiving information from me that Sir Samuel 


Hood had jained Mr. Graves, which was not 
until the 13th of September, or between that 
time and the junction f Mr; Waſhington 
with the Marquis De la Fayette, hien his 
Lordſhip heard from Lieutenant Conway of 
the navy, that the enemy were thirty - Ax fail 
of the line, he would have tried to eſcape 
with part of his army to the fouthward 3 a 
ſtep which certainly would 'haye been juſti- 
fable; although in the converſation alluded 
to, his Lordſhip did not ſeem to think it 
would, unleſs I had. given him aſſurances 
chat the navy could not attempt ib ſuccour 
him; which aſſurances, however, I cer- 
tainly could not poſſibly have given him. 


Ik, therefore, Lord Cornwallis's letter of 


+ the acth of October, giving an | account of 
the unfortunate concluſion of the campaign, 
: ME ed Town, (Appendix, 
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| Nes VIII) could cut hawchoon dale 


Colter werg not big. Lade) own chojoe, 
in preference to Old Point Comfort, which 
I had regpmmended to him j or that I hae 
ever toceived information from his Lordfhip, 
that the ground, at either wag ,unfavourable, 


till the day before he had offered to capitu: ; | | 
age 3, ar that I had ever zien bim any affu- 


rances of the exertions of the navy, before 
my letter to him of tHe 24th of, September, 
which he acknowledges be did not receive 
till the 29th; or that any aſſurances what- | 


ſoeyer given by me could have prevented his 


attacking the Marquis De la Fayette, before 


wh Waſhipgton joined: that General, which 


on the 27th of September; I aw per- 


funded it will appear that thoſe implications 


are not founded, on any, orders I gave his 
Lordſhip, and, cannot be ſupported by any 


part of our correſpondence. And a I too 
in opportunity of telling his Lordſhip the 


ſame, | 


(33/5 
dens; bi Ir TE Hütrt before Bb faited 
fen New-York, datäd the 38 all oth 
of Dvtethber (ien Ibtest; hösewert Mid 
der dppetr "WHeb' Wie part br Witt Söhre 
Wponderet wa ptöäugeid Before "his HUNG 
of Loge) 1 Eabiiot Gotcbt is Taorefihiy 0 
convinced | that eint 1 Vibtelhi ane bb 
waht” TOs 3; 9192 od + 7 Th? 
y Ives eden wht ION tell wid 
mat bis letter of che z0th bf Odbet; Way 
witten undet grit agitation vf Mitrd ud th 
a great hirey. No war teu poly fort 
for is Lbrdnup, "tis qttaufuf brunn, 
mort than 1 chick. And F WIII ventutt tb 
My, bo · nian could de mute ted, br (OR 
have” gone greater lengrhe t Fctout bitt. 
Nor Will thüt, 1 erdft, be dbübted, trhiett H Ie 
recolletted chat the propofit Ar cure Heim 
me for embarking fe thou Und teh fol fit 
purpoſe on board am in ferlor tht of rivutity- 
fiven fail of the Tide, hiblbdibg ths kiftie, 


* t t; abs thefely putting the fite 
of 


<Q I; 50 
0 of the Azerigay, e y abe ß re öl 
the bert aud aαν. 2g relieyg that gabe Lord, 
ang. his nt g- rt gibi Aus 
„ bene to lg g aß exextions, 
could mat hays beep, made, in time. AN, 
the Admins feel of Migien at the coup», 
dl, of vat of the 24th September that here, 
e ene elbe, 191;bope. that the dees 
would be ready to ſail on the gth, of Oeto- 
ber. Tha trogpy. intended; for- chen gapedi- 
tan had been for ſame time in rosdineſs ito 
embarks: and; did ua do ſo early. in 
October. Ii ſeemed, alſo, 19 be the general 
opinion of che, Admirals, that the evemy,. 
| ahough Luperigr in pymbor, could not. ob- 
ſſruck the: channel to. Vork-river, fo, 88 to, 
prevent the paſſage of ous flect, much leſs 
both ; paſſages, of the Cheſapeak. Could the 
cope, Which embarked pnder y immgdi- 
ate command, have been put on ſhore, on. 
ts Alouceſter ſide, a, jpnRioge, with „the 
part of Lord Cornwallis's corps on thay fide. 
* N F was 


CY. 
was eaſy : but if they had been put on ſhore, £2 
even in Jatnes River, although a junction 
with his Lordſhip in Vork would have 
been ſcarcely practicable, it might have bern 
made in ops other part; or at leaſt fuch . 
diverſions might have been made by the 
troops under my command as might have 
ſaved part of his Le We (Appet- 
dix, No. XI.) doe 

1 muſt, therefore, repeat that I Mank 
and ever ſhall, that thoſe exertions could 
2 "OR been made i in time. Beciuſe, from 

he profeſſional merit of the Admirals wo 
were to conduct us, and from the zeal 
which appeared ſo conſpicuous when 1 pro- 
poſed the move to them and which, from | 
their example © was communicated to all 
ranks in the fleet; and with which, it is 
to be preſumed, thoſe of the army kept 
fully equal pace ; 1 have every 'reafon to 
think we ſhould have had i wet complete 


- . g 
2 IO 
: But 
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1 But at the ſame time, thatitruth compels 
me to impute our misfortunes ultimately to 
 . thewant of acovering fleet in the Cheſapeak, 
I think it right to, declare that, as a land 
officer, I do, not feel myſelf à competent 

judge of the propriety and praQicability of 
naval operations. Nor can I; der K g 
the State, entruſted with an important, but 
partial command, preſume to enter into the 
| counſels of Miniſters ; who, from a more 
elevated ſtation, ſurvey and balance the whole 
ſyſtem of the campaign, and the 3 

. e dere de eg rol | 
. OW ae b. 


ir 


410. wen e hae Mins 
niſtration muſt neceſſarily be expoſed to, from the va, 
t m its attention. 

riety of important matters which demand 
| And far be it from me, my Lord, to impute the delays 
I have experienced to any of the King's Miniſters ; but 
I cannot avoid lamenting that they do happen, and I 
tremble for the fatal conſequences which may poſſibly 
ſome time or other enſue, — Sir Heary Clinton's letter 


8E * 5 


63609 
* Et? c e Lam perfucetd, chät had 
been left to my dn Platts; aid u proper 
edtfidetid hit been eirlikr Fopoled in me 
die campaign of 178 1 would ust ' probably | 
gave ended dn fortunntefy- *Bbr thobgtr ür | 
appatont wm of conftdHte' is at lafE Fel. 
mndted, „ and the folleſt approbatiin'P col 
70 1 asg 4 3 12 1 121 7 finn Sig 


2:13 ul 15345 02 ; GK chasmmg lang, 
FThbe uneaſineſs you a expret; « on 2 . pieakion, 


mult have ceaſed lohy befote this reaches you, a nd, 1 k 
eat; In full rar to prevent your [refining head? 
mend e, Fi#1-Cohvwallis.! Te wellge 1 Tent vu u 
mmm Was taken. in vriting to avoid 
any miſtakes: for, as I was conſcious of your having 

| every reaſon to be ſatisfied with the protection ſhewn to 


you * be be King ang with | th de conkant defire f bis 
Min: i to 1 you - all | poſſible ſupport, I ,could not 

help regretting! "that there ſhould have been the the leaſt p- 
pearance ( of that want of confidence | between uy, which . 
chight prejudict t the public: fervite.” Your explanation 
dpon that fabject k; perfedtly fatiataGtory ; ud70u may 
Khend pon fnikgEfbry vie di thy Patt el 5 
requititlons which y you may 7 have occal A, 90 ma 4 : 
vitdiety of Tervicel now carrying « on tn Meret e of 


r wo. HA Pate non 2205s) 19.4.9 | 
2 A | 
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wiſh given tothe Gptritions 1 bd Ross, 
try knowledge 'of the change happened 166 
tite"to exttieate tine fromm the corſequerices | 
ef Lord Cormtraflis“s iIl-fated mirch "Ines 
Virgiis; and the orders they had probably 
| 6otaſibritd,* Fbreſeeing many of the evils 
ch would feſult from this fatal move. 
tte inſtant 1 heard of it, 1 inimediately at 
the time communicated my apprehenfions to 
the American Miniſter. Aud as my tetter | 
to bien of the '1$th"of July, 1781, ſpeaks 
very fully on this and other matters, of 
which I fear the public has been hitherto 
equally miſinforched, I ſhall take the liberty 


to conclade this Narrative "_ the 5 ee 
ing extract from it OY 00S — 
2 £74] $2 307. 8.5 5 108 


the world 401 account oY the diſappointments — 
ſometimes ſuffer, But you may reſt aſſured "that every 
department of Government is anxious to furniſh you 8 
with the moſt effeftual means of carrying on the was 
with honour to yourſelf, and with advantage to the 
State, Extract from Lord George Germain's Letter to 
Str Henry Clinton, dated July Ich, 1781. 
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TH) 
en oy Jie more, to, your Lord 
ſhip's. ſanguine hopes of the ſpeedy reduc- | 

be of the ſouthern provinces, than to la- 
ment that the preſent ſtate of the war there 
| does. not: altogether promiſe. ſo flattering an . 
event. Many untoward incidents, of which | 
your Lordſhip was not appriſed, have thrown | 
us too far back to be able to recover very | 
ſoon, even what we have lately loſt there. 
For if (as I have often before ſuggeſted) the 
good-will of the inhabitants is abſolutely 
requiſite: to retain a country, after we have 
conquered 1 it; I fear it will be ſometime be- 
fore we can recover the confidence of thoſe 
in Carolina, as their paſt ſufferings will of 
courſe make them cautious of publicly for= 
warding the King's intereſts before there is 
the ſtrongeſt certainty of his army being in 
a condition to ſupport them. I ſhall, there - 
fore, moſt cordially j join wich your Lord- 
ſhip, in condemning the bad policy of taking 


| pofſeſſion of places . one time, and aban- 
| . doning 


* 


CH ) 
doning them ar angther; and in the opitiion 


chat the war ſhould be condudted upon a 
| fermanent and ſettled plan of cobqueſt, by 


ſeeutitig and preſerving what has _ * | 
covered.” But ir theſe maxtins' have been 

on any occaſion, deviated 'frotn in the 74 
progreſs of the wat; 1 muſt, in juſtice" to 
myſelf declare, that it has tiever been war-" 


 ninted' by my orders, except, only in the 


ciſe of  Rhode-Ifland” This I doubt not 
will appear from the inſtructions I gave to 


General Leſlie: and the other general offi- 
cers, Whom J ſeht on expeditions to che 


| Chefapeak. For if Lord Cornwallis made 


a deſultory move into North Carolina, and, 
without a force ſufficient to protect, or pro- 


viſions to ſupport them, invited by procla« 


mation, the Loyalifts to join him, arid after- 
wards found it neceflary to quit the friendly | 


; diſtricts of that province, before he could 


have time to give them à fair trial, 1 am 
perſuaded your Lordſhip will acknowledge 
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FRI: 
he did not aft, under. my anftryQions.; 
or he his Lordhip's retrent to Wiknings | 
top, and. ſubſequent ve from thence, to 
Virginia, in conſequences, of my orderg; | 
the contrary, as I foreſan; 411 he unhappy: 
conſequences. of them, J ſhould certainly 
have e endeavoured to | have ſtapt him, could, 
I haye known. his, intentions in, proper tiwe- 
But thongh his Lordſhip's. _ mayernents, 
(which, it mul be confeſſad have been as, 
rapid ag your Lordfhip expected) have not: to 
mx fincere concern bean ſucceſsfully decilive; 
I am convinced he is, as I hope we all ate, 


„impfyſſed with the abſolute neceſütty gf vj» - 


dene exertions.in the Fryicg.of his country, 
at. the, preſent. crifis. If mine, bongrer, 
| Have not been: equal tp, my inclinatious, 1 
bare little doybt they will be found, to he. 
t leaſt equal 0 m power. 
1% ſhall now, my Lord, beg leave le hm 


> clude with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that 10 


man can. be more fervently deſirous than 1 


90 am 


! 
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Ihr £pmmandy.; that . pd. endeayours of mint 
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Aj f ſeg ap honourable, end put to. "this 
moſt burthenſome war. And if I Bein in 


Ihall, bs, Tini ie execute, in the Full 
manner, the King's pleaſute and epmmangs. | 


Af the, 19:60 men 1, falicited, any 400 
de ven. promiſed}. and no portion off 


theſe, axrept 2; few rectuits, has yet joined 


this part of the arms... Your J-ordſhip's 


lofk letters,  haweyer,. gire me. hopes, 'that 
Wees Brjrifh .batralions and typ thouſind 
6, hundred German troops may be imingdis 
ately gxpetted.. If all. theſe arrivg 1 ſhall 
then be able; at 3; proper, eaſpy to teln oro 3 


the Cheſapeak corps very conſidetahly ;: and 


if a;;rejnfoccement, does not likewiſe come 
tothe Fiench, armament already. here, {ych 
operations; may be catried on as m perhaps 
produce: ſome advantages in the. courſe of 
the Wiator, But if: bur fein fernen dose 


Waden . French ſhould. teceive 
13; © 26.3 an . 4% bo Res tice 119 4 theirs, 


15 "Y 


The Commfſioners' ate 11 47 


ate greitly envreaſed; daring 486 fart 
| i pet id. ‚bilnon wit 
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theirs, I chihk welthall hae 6very tiihg ds | : 
2 


18 7 aol Aud | Nocrt 


Before I cloſe, bonenerf T beg lee tb ff 


a word or tio in explanatioti of two! obſets 
vations; in the Comtrüffiofierb of Accowbits 


Seventh Report; in order to Sbwiate any inf 


plied cenſure, they may be ſüppoſed to point 


againſt" me- ud CSM; der a e ery 
army in North Ameriga,s 297-19 2159 24 


10 It appears ' that” the number of the förtes 3 
« decreaſed every year, rot 198, biit'chrd 
$6: iſſue for the exttabrifinaty ſervices f chat 


e 29102 Aοα,ðj,4e 2102 
„And git] © In tlie acebunt öf le" ifuds 


ch che onßeerd in the Tour "depaititients} | 


10% we fd that the Wärränti ied 66126 


„ Quaiter:nhaſter” 5-gericraly hve the cli 


„ July ryssg and to the Bikraek maflepd 
general ſiube the 29th Jurle't 786, und t 


t the Commiſſaries - general, ſince the 2 5th 


— hn: of 
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_ 4, of May 170 ff, have . 
«far ſumslon account: and that no final | 
. {warrant hajy been granted fince, thoſe {cs 
.. been iſſued, without even the ceremony 
of a quarterly abſtract, ant the gonks 


4 dential reliance on the pffiger, dat og 
«, vouchers are forth comings?? +17 „ n 
2 Larrire in London many dens before the ; 
Seventh nee the Houſe, of, . 
hit id en. St William Hows, and Lok 


py the ente who arriyed 
in England at the time I did, and who an- 
nounced, thernſelves to them ; and had they 
read all the Reports af the different” Boards 
of General Officers: and Magiſtrates, that 
badi been appointed by wert New Vork, to 
enquire. into the, gxpenditure, af public mo- 
We which reports had bean ſent to the 
Alec . Lords 


CBT 
Lords Commlſſieners of the Treaſury men 
ee bees) J am porſuaded that their 
Report would not have appeared on che 
table of the Houſe of Commbns in the ſhips 
jt has done. Fer when they were informell 
(is they would have been ky che. means juſt 
ſtated) that Al the tut purchaſed for the | 
ſupply of the army during the whole perloT - 
dy my wattinies, wherens before then it uſed 
vo be pald far in England; that conſiderable 
ſumsof money ere paſd en my Warranty | 
for ekpeticos incurted thifing che command 
of my predecl or which sb dg bebrought 
0 account Tooller f chat phorifiony to a very 
cohüideruble amount were'purchaſed ih Ame 
noa, and paid for in Attetica on my were 
rants, for the ſupply of che army, ape 
might otherwiſh haye been posted to tie 
| Rreatoſt diſtreſi; all Which Together arnvubt 
od 10 nearly 1, 00, 00 l. und that" the in 
ee of Lang, Word tity" ebtnmand, af | 
| 7 Savannah, 


5 (a) 
reſpective eſtabliſhments, added ofourſe:th = 
the exfraordinaries! a my attmny; and that, 
beſides xhel, umd many others hich Þ 
dould: eyutneratey the pet circumſtances 
of my qoiitquind) expoſed theres many er 
penee buk np] to my provdebedbr 1 it ts 
profited; theſe Genrtemen would taverads © 
mirred, char che ſworeaſe'ef the iſſues. for 
the extroardipary ſervices of the army un- 
der my $argmand; was ''aqcoumtd for, 
This matter, however, wont, by my de- 
ſire, through u very full and format inveſts = 
getien in "Auguſt" ry8y; before 4 Bα,jOoüf 

general officety und magiſtrares (of hien 
Lieutenant · general Nobertibn was Fveßident) 
under the title of a "Comparative: View: or 
Exptnces Id ourred, from the giſt Debombet; 
177% tebe t öth of May, tyyd tlie tim 
of Sit Willlam TIowö'd oo⁰mmand) und of 
| Whit was paid by me, between the'a6ah: of 


0 46 )) 


66, The great. national expenee in the 
* firſt period of Sir William Howe's donn - 
mand, araſe from the: whole navy, and 


« a very numerous fleet of tranſports, bo · | 


« ing employed in attending the moves 
e ments of the army no part of which 


"REA in Sir Williaw Hava Wars 
1 rants. 47 5 Tt. * A810 43% 55 'q 


N eee the Quarter · maſter 


$6 general, Barrack · waſter · general. and En» | 
e gineer departments, were neceſſarily ſmall, 


$$. while the troops were: on bard ſhips,/ or 
E 1 thus ſupplies from tranſports. | 


« During part of the firſt period. the 
1 great artiela of -expenge, rum, was prov 


e vided for by a gontraßt made in Eng- 
land, and paid for there Whereas, du- 
# ring de ſevand reti the nus as pure 
20 Jos; ro tf Toth . chaſed 


a ” 


Nay 1778. eee 
b pg abt. „ Jide vriÞogtcs 


2 * 
- 
” 
* 


8 + 4 . tne Sent 4 


_ V/vAfiohs piirchaſed"alſo, during dhe lattef 


*. en gi 1985 Commander in ChitF's 
«warrants. "Avery latge quantity bf pros 


« petioth, fell * urtiontit ef dhe wats 
«i nth," pluo I. #105 m912qeb 3nrtofubs 


77 | Bur whe lt 4 pollibility bf draw 


«ing un juſt Lhbdfion bun u compurifon 
«inf the umbufit öf thi wartants"in' theſe 


hes periods; ariſe#frort this; thut a/great 


» 


4 part of the expetice inchrted® By Sir Wik 
H Hows, Was paid by ae granted 


0% Sir Heut Clinton” · 
This repore hieing been "regiilarly ttanſt 


mittsd 16 the Treafury, 1 rift” ſuppoſo it 


was Hid bebte tlie Comtniſſioners'vf Ac. 
dountzs. Had It been read by thoſe: Gentle · 
hath, it is pteſumable it would: have, at 

leaſt, accompanied theirs. v ai del! 


With regard to the ſecond — 


nlhided to, reſpecting my not granting final 


W to certain departments from certain 
periods ; 


—  —C - —_— = 


—— > * 


: %˙ = h 
— 


1 


| 
bl! 
i 


to them; that.a5 a, Commiſlary of Accoynts 


bone paperss.1 think — þayp —.— 


had. been cpmmiſſtoned and was gchpally 
employes in auditing . the vccpuntz gf the 
diffetent departments; I could not, with 
propriety s aft flpal, wacrabte 0 iny of 
he: departwentg upon thgip rquayrerly.;abs 
AraQs,.(25, had. beeth hs fe practiſeq) pae 
till their: accounts. had: been; firſh, audited 
and; certified; by, the: Cortitdiflany- 1, neq ®? 
„As to the mode of ſypply which I. Hund 
eſtabliſhed, when 1 Lucrended 4 tha com-. 
mand of, ahe-drpiy,jn, Marth Awufleis pod 


Which 1; upderſtpod had been approved, by 


Governments: 1 certainly could not, in pru⸗ 
dence, baye mafe any altergtiang or reducy 


tion in it, a5 long as I had offenſive: opa: 
tion in view. The. inſtant, however, ahat 


1 received orders to place the army warn a 
ftrift defenſive, . 1 propoſed ſuch a reductiau 


as could take place. And when, I obtained 
his. 
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his SHE. ee reſign the com- | 
mand, I recommended it to General Ro 
bertſon, Who was appointed to ſuccted | 
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NUMBER I. 


= 


Extras of a Letter from Lord George Ger- 
mam to Sir Henry Clinton, dated May 


2, 1781, 


* Concrtvin therefore fo highty = 


1 do of the importance of the Southern pto- . 
vinces, and of the vaſt advantages which muſt 
attend the proſecution of the war upon the 


| preſent plan of extending our conqueſts from 


- 'ried with him ſhould remain in the Chefa- - . 
''Þ ; + H 2 : | peak; 


ſouth to north; it was a great mortification 


to me to find, by your inſtruction to Major- 


General Phillips, that it appeared to be your 
intention that only a part of the troops he car- 


* 


* y * * N . 

* « FY * = = 

: . E _ 1 N. . f 

* \ * # A 
. 7 — 9 1 4 M4 * ? 
| a 4 > | 
* = 6 , 
* 4 , 1 * | * % . 
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r ein 


peak; and that he and General Arnold 
ſhould: return to New York, leaving only a 
ſufficient force to · ſerve for garriſons in the 
| poſts they might eſtabliſh in Virginia. Your 
ideas, therefore, of the importance of reco- 
vering that province appearing to be ſo dif- 
ferent from mine, I thought it proper to aſk 
the advice of his Majeſty's other ſervants 
upon the ſubject; and their opinions concur- 
ring entirely with mine, it has been ſubmit- 
ted to the King; and I am commanded by 
his Majeſty to acquaint you that the reco- . 
very of the Southern Provinces and the pro- 
ſecution of the war, by puſhing our conqueſts 
from ſouth to north, is to be conſidered as | 
the chief and principal object for the employ- 
| ment of all the forces under your command, 
which can be ſpared from the defence of the 
8 places in his Majeſty's poſſeſſion, until it is 
accompliſhed. 
The three regiments from 3 and 
the Britiſh recruits that went with them, are, 


uu, 


APPENDBIX 1 

I truſt, well on their way by this time to 

Charles Town; and as Sir George Rodney 

will bring you three more regiments from 
the Leeward Iflands / before the hurricane 

months, the augmentation of your force _ 

muſt, I ſhould think, be equal to the utmoſt . 

h of your wiſhes, —A 


NUM B E R 1. | 
Extraft of a L etter from Lord George Ger- 
main to Sir Henry . dated June 6, 
1781 


1 SHALL therefore only obſerve in ad- 
dition to all I have hitherto written upon the 
the ſubject, that I am well pleaſed to find 
Lord Cornwallis's opinion entirely coincides 
\with mine of the great importance of puſhing 
the war on the ſide of Virginia with all 'the 
force that can be * until that province is 
reduced.” 


Sen -; 2.» 


a APPENDIX. 


e & Letter from Rear Admiral 'Sir 
_ Heod to Sir H. Clinton, dated of Cope 
enry, ' Auguſt 25, e 
e 3 


10 HEREWITH) you will: receive a a dupli- 
cate of the letter I had the honour to write 
you by Lieut. Delanoe of the Active brig, in 
caſe any misfortune ſhould have befallen ber 
in returning to New Vork. I am now 
ſteering for Cape Henry, in order to examine 
the Cheſapeax. From thence I ſhall proceed 


to the Capes of the Delaware; and not ſeeing, . - 


or hearing any thing of De Grafle, or any 
detachment of ſhips he might have ſent upon 
this coaſt, ſhall then make the beſt of my 
way off Sandy Hook. This I have tommu- 
nicated to Rear Admiral Graves, in order 
that he may determine my anchoring. or not, 
as the King's krvice may bros 


„I have 


= 
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„Ae e kene ns Men my line 
of battle, by which you will ſee the number 
and force of his Majeſty's ſquadrom under my 


command; and, I truſt, you will think it 
equal, fully to defeat any deſigns of the ene- 
F may, in Ade be cuter De Barras. 
TY « Thaye the honour to be, 4. 


—.—.— ec e 8AM. HOOD: 


Ln 34 


* u BER, m. 111 


. Letter from General Waſtimgton to 
” Count" De Graſſe, derer = 
rnd 26, 1757 ents 


1 39 5 * 


— 1 AM unable to 7 * 
lency the painful anxjety under which I. haye 


_ lahgured fince the reception of the Jetter_you | 


15 the honour to, write me of the 23d, in- 

The motions of the naval force under 
_ * — which your Excellency ſays - 
may * y happen, fince the information 
| 4 communicated 


4 


— —— — 
— — 


1 ; % k 2 
- 4 = - —_— — — — >” 
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W APPENDIX. 

communicated to yo h the Baton de 
Clonen, obliges me to point out the conſe | 
quences: that may follow a An warmly ta 
urge a perſeyerance in the plan agreed uτỹο]] 


e 


important in itſelſ, and in itt cortſequences;, 


men r 
upon Vork, under the, proteQion-of-your 
ſhipping, is as certain of ſueceſs as-a ſuperior 
force anda ſuperiority-of meaſures can render 
any militir-offbation3 char the duration f 
the fiege may be exactly aſcertained ; and that 
the capture of the Britiſn army id a matter ſo. 


war, and put our allied arms im certain poſſeſ- 
fion of the moſt ineſtimable ad vantage 
7 N. mere, 


founded the faireſt hopes of the allied forces,” 
| Win 24 1 Need. 73 


F 


7 la) "Ty | and - 
a \ | STU 


45 APRENDIX w% 
aftera-prodigipes expence;>fatigue, and exer- 
tions y but the! probable diſbanding of + the 

* whole army ſor the preſent ſeat of war bes 
. ing ſuch, as abſolutely pretludes the uſe vf 
| dagger, from the great number of large 
ad whichiinterſet the country, there will © 
<; bv total wait of proviflons, uileſa this in- 
- DD convenience» is remedied by water carriage. 
This province kus been ſo exhauſted by the 
ruvages of the enemy, and by the ſuppott 
altendy given to our forts; 'thit-Gabſiſtence 
2. muſt be drawn from a diſtance, and that can 
de done only by u fleet ſuperior in the Bay. 
r — 


a] 


the wag es be the! Nala 
7 opportimity, we' ſhall never hereafter have it 
* in our power to ſtrike ſo deeiſive a ſtroke, 
** that the Britiſh will labour without intermif- 


goat will de A men ever. 
99 1 | « The 


w 422 EN 911 | 
* The.confidedce-I-have in your Rpoollen- 
_ offs many picitandl\nivs} telents; leaves ane 
4 doubt that the. ennũ derntin of the oriſe- 
mnences that tnuſt follow yout departura from 
the Bay will determine yau to uſe all: pgſſibie | 
imeans for the good uf Me cmd eaofe. | 
Fram the. aflurances. of the moſt expert ſailona, 
1 aim: perfunded that your-:Eaiceliency: may 
aake ſuch a poſtion in the Bhy 88 to len vs iſd- 
thing 10. be epptchended from ui attempt af 
he-Engliſhifleet ;- that this poſi dan ill at the 
dame time facilitate tlie opera ons of the ſlega, 
ſecure ithe tranſprtatipn of our proviſio by 
munter, and 'docelitrgte oue-approfiches by hand- 
ing bur heavy artillery and wur bike: naoeſſuties 
in Werk River almoſt cloſe to our treucbea 
The ſeroe ard 49 haygarwed nder Ad- 
misal Digby. as the pews oM“ , ſrom the Bri- 
4 chemſelvts, may not; only be exaggera- 
6d; but perhaps abſolutely falſe; but ſuppo- 
Kung it to be lou, heir Hale fare united gan- 
not be ſuch is tougive chem ang ſhapes) of face b 
MT 2 ceſs 


— "Hy A Bu 


— as ot os uw r 
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dlz in he nitseRirigi haut Get. Il dhe; poſi 


von for yu ur ſhipo ta dle at in anchor, which = 


we agreed upon, has fince oon tech / im 
euble, there is ſtilb another meiſure muy be 
adopted p which, though much iaſerlar 8s 
to tlie ſecurity and facility it will. give to our 


land operations, may ſtill be of advantage 80 


our affairs. The meaſure, I mean, is to eruiſe 


off the Bay, fo as to keep the Capes always in 


4$ght, and to Pe 1 1 veſſels get 
ting in; AW 6 K | 


1 N Whatever plan you may Bar Jam to 
preſs your Excelleney to perſevere in the 
ſcheme ſo happily concerted between us; but 
if you ſhould find inſurmountable obſtacles in 
the way, let me ultimately beg of you not to 
relinquiſh che laſt mentioned alternative of 
preventing all veſſels from the OE NE | 


the Bay of Cheſapeak, 


„The Britiſh Admiral may manœuvre 
his fleet, and endeavour to draw you from the 
main object we have in view; but I can 

12 never 


'bo APPENDIX 5 
never believe, that he will feriouſſy wiſh! to 
bring on u general action with u fleet, whoſe 
Force, I will anſyer for it, iz ſuperior to the 
moſt exiggerated accounts we have of theirs, 
Paſſed experience has taught them not to 
hazard themſelves with equal numbers and 
has drawn from them, though unwillidgly, 
the moſt reſpectful opinions of their enemy. 

„ Permit me to add that the abſentce of 


IJ your fleet from the Bay may fruſtrate our de- 


ſign upon the garriſon at Vork. For in the 
preſent ſituation of matters, Lord Cornwallis 
might evacuate the place with the Toſs of his 
artillery, baggage, and a few men, ſacrifices ; 
which would be highly juſtifiable from the 
deſire of ſaving the body of the amp. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, who does 
me the honour to carry this letter to your 
Excellency, will explain to you better than 
any other perſon, or than I can do by. letter, 
many particulars of our preſent poſition. Your 
Excellency is acquainted with his candour and 
talents, 


K 8 & Po 


* 


Tr, 
Ir 


APPENDIX 61 
talenfd, which ebtitles him to your confidence 


4-hive ordered. bütm not to paſs:the Cape for 
fear of 'accident, in caſe you ſhould] be at 
ſea. olf this be ſo, he will incloſe edit 
in a letter from himſelf, Nack 2 


| I have the honour, Fay 
G. WASHINGTON,” 


N UM B ER v. 


Extraft from Lord George Germain's Ler- 


ter to Sir Henry Clinton, dated October 12, 
1781. 


IE IT is a great fatisfaQtion to me to find 


your ideas of the importance of ſecuring a na- 


val ſtation in the Cheſapeak capable of giving 


protection to the King's ſhips, appointed to 


intercept the navigation of that Bay, ſo en- 
tirely coincided with my own ; and that the 
plan you had concerted for conducting the 
military operations in that quarter correſponds 

N with 


2 APPENDIA. 
with what I bad ſuggeſted in my former 
letter to you on that ſubjedt. I truſt, third - 
fore that Lord Cornwallis will retam tht 
whole of the troops you ſo very ptoperſy 
ſpared for the ſervice in the Cheſapeak ; or 
he has ſent vou any part, that you will re- 
turn them to him. And as ſoon as the heats 
ate abated, klanfport a ſtrong detachment to 
Baltimore, &c. 1 

« The proviſion you made for the ſouthern 
ſery ice was certainly moſt ample. And 1 bare 


always conſidered and ſpoke of. it as a circum- 


' ſtance highly to your honour ; and as an evi- 
dence of your being actuated by the pureſt 
zeal for the public ſervice. And though [ la- 
ment exceedingly that from a concurrence of 
nntoward events, the ſucceſs \ was hot equal to 
the ſanguine expectations I had entertained, 
I never imputed any part of the diſappoint- 
ment to a deficiency i in your ae | 


NUM. 


z „ oF T* v7 


Arran — 
9% His, N 28 „eee: ot 170 
UM'R 2 K . 


Amit: EN, * UAE uad u. 


Karel from; Sir, Henry Clinton's Letter „ 
Rear; ap. N Gated 4 Aug 16, 

1781. 
6 e hen als reports of 


the French being. upon. the; coaf- Should 


| whey grove falſe, End there was e probabi- 


lity of their coming for a week or ten days, 1 


think thoſe could not be better employed than 


in 4 viſit. 70 Rhode-Ifland. ;-. The recruits I 
have lately received enable me to make this 
offer,.. whenever you think, it prydynt: to at- 
tempt it; I you datetwint, I requeſt that Caps 
taut Duncan may direct che OO 
ein: ood An blu L ad bus 729 


F 


11 01 9] 13, abs 31 38 1 ba A uy 33/7 13d 


Bxtrac 6 Sir Henry Clinton's Letter ts 
I Reon Admutal Graves, dai Avguft 18, 

wy HEINE OL EY St 03 435 - 12 
'®# WHENEVER; Su vou think the 4 

under your command is in number and ſtate 
ce oe 


\ 


& APFPENDIZ. 
equal to the undertaking, Sn you will give 


me twenty-four bours notice, every thing 


mall be immediately embarked; and 1 mal 


| with pleafure accompany you myſelf on it.” 


\ COND nb "Ind * 


Eura from Rear- Ar. Graves 7 Lace 
10 Sir Er. Clinton, ae 18; bad 21 el, 
70. 12 8 


x * . * 
17. 1 „ 71021 947 \ 4 FA# . Sri ev] 


111. 


= ny bone to your n can 
_ only aſſure you by letter,” what 1 had the ho- 
nour to declare in perſon, that I am ready to 
concur with your Excellency in any enters 
| prize where yeu found à probability of! fucs 
ceſs; and that I would riſk the ſquadron 
whenever you a it en to * 
the army. 0 Th «A cog 
% The Robuſt is ſo leny, I am 40 to 
ſend her to the yard for reparation 3 and 1 
ſuſpect that her guns and heavy furniture 
muſt be taken out to enable the ſhipwrights to 


1; 799 4 | examine 


* 
1 Er 


dan l d 0 - would not wiſh 
: bea ſingle dey ud be Joſh.” O01) £109 
eden to N ce e eee 
| ache AN „e E N 5 1 . Vn 
: Burri from La- Coniballi't Lerer to Sir 

t Olrtomt110Affoui;” Virginia," 20 Oc+ 
{at TY Wnt ales pad to | 


err). 


| ans e Sag bottom es pete. 
dasetbe ae not) ewo. „By able Gate 
mill ſce g Haul spacity. 21, Auguſt! 


1781. How ſoon the Robuſte will be ready 


det ampel tho rm a judgement upon, 
un cane eu the tent of her de- 
fefts.! Tue Prudent will, Jam confdent, be 
ready in much leſs. tima ;. and ſo will all the 
oe bs. ae cette % „„ 


ehr Erkelleney may belt aſſured that 


dc ode uke ven: and 12s carly as 
baſſidte ko deter upon the dey the. qua 


e te rkinenden' 6 Mform 
35 Eikellndy/"ti babe been ſorcet to 
K give 
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— of Yeok und Oloucftn; tank 
to ſurrender the troops under my command 
by capitulatian, on the 19th inſtunt, at pri - 
P MR Ames 
rica and France. 10 * 
I never [ſave this poſt Ih 1 Nenn 
Ught. Bat, when 1 found 1 wis to be at \ 
racked iu it, 11-40 unprepured*'a fate, by To 
powerful an army and artillery, nothing but 


the hopes of relle would have induced me to 


attempt in defence. For I. would 6.7 
have endeavoured to che te New York, by 


rapid marches from | thy'Glouoeſtr ide; tins 


| modiately om the drrivat of General: Waſhings = 

ton's troops at Williamſburg j''6r:T would; 

+ notwithſtanding the diſparity of numbers, 
have attacked them in the open field, where 
it might have been juſt polls that Fortune 
would have ſavoured the gallantry of the bond - 
ful of troops under my command But, being 


aſſured by. your Excellency's letters that every 


n ee be tried, by the navy 
and 


3 
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and army, to xelieve us, L could not think 
myſelf at liberty to venture en either of thoſe 


Aen. attempts. - Therefore, after re- 
mainiag two days! in 2 ſtrong poſition, in 
front of this place, in hopes of being attacked, 
upon obſerving that the enemy were tiking 
meaſures which could not fail of turning my 
left flanki a Mort time: and receiving, the = 

ſecond evening. your letter of the 24th Seh- 
tamber, informing me that the relief would 
fail about; the 5th of Ofober, I withdrow 
within the works on the night of the 29th of 
September, hoping, by the labour ani firms. | 
neſs of the troops, to protract the defence une 
til you could arriye. very thing was to be 
expected from the firmneſs of the troops, 
But e every diſadvantage attended their labour j 
gs the works were to be continued under the . 
enemy's fire; and our ſtock of intrenching- 
tools, which did nat much exceed four hun · 
fred when we began to work jn the latter end 


of Auguff, was now much diminiſbed. 
K 2 6 A 
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« - A, ſuecgſsſul defence, haweyer, in dur 
Feen was perhaps impoſſible; for The 
1 place could only be, reckoned an intrenched, 
5 | camp, ſubject in 1 moſt; places 48 enfihde 
and the ground in general  diſagyantageous, 
that nothing but the neceſſity of; fortifying it 
as a poſt to, protect the navy copld have _ 
* any _ HE pan ite Iten of 
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. AFTER the converfation 1 had, ich 
your Lordſhip before 1 ſent your letter to be 


(T3 4 


publiſhed, in . — we ſeemed ſo perfectly to 
agree, 1 wulf beg) your Lordſhip' $ Pardon for 


ty, in 1 


again troupling y you on the ſubjeRt. Kut, 
being informed, perhaps. officioully, | that 


„ 


ſome people he * ASE thete are paſlages i in 


that 
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that letter which convey an idea that you had 


been compellec by iy orders to takt the poſt of 
Yarks (though it was not vor o prefer) 
renee)... that ꝓoν hat xegteſented the defects 
of the ground; and were detained there an- 
trary to your own jew) ;— and likewiſe 


that f had promiſe the exertions of the we 


before my letter of the 24th of WM 
am perſuaded your Lordſhip will ily ex- 
cut my regueſtiiig a mote Wienke of 


your Fentiments, left 1 ſhould have then ti 


taken them. 3 if chat mould unfor- 
rittely de the caſe!” may perhaps be under 


the neceſſity” of wth meaſurts' to bbviare! 


your letter ing Are in the fame Vight in! 
Eighand,” ad to noi Rog gui. la: not ho 
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ai Ear. Cormwalls's Litter 10 Sir Hwy 4 
Clan, W. New un, * December, | 


1. ö 


8 5 Sri D Nn * 0 
[bis lauer on cen in gh Houle of Lards,} 
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„ YESTERDAY teren I was ba- 
noured Zr _— * 3 


goth of November, 1. 


« I do enen Gt uy eee 7 
rene the. other day, before ts 


publication of my letter, relative to my rea» 
ſons for taking poſſcliion of the poſts of York 


and Glouceſter, But, in my anſwers to your 


diſpatches, dated the 8th and 1 1th of July, di 


recting me ſo pofitiwely to poſſeſs ; harbour 
jn-the Cheſapeak for line of battle ſhips, your | 
Excellency will ſee, that, after finding that 


Works on Point Comfort could not protect 3 
naval 
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naval force in Hampton Road, 1 thought: chat 
I aQed in ſtriẽt obedience to ur orders by? 
taking poſſeſſion of thoſe poſts. I thought it 
unneceſſary to enter into a minute detail of the 
diſadvantages of the ground, either on my 
firſt examination of it in the month of June, 
or on my return to it in Auguſt; becauſe, on 
the firſt occafion, as I have already had the 
honour of explaining to your Excallency, 1 
did not, after-ſecing it; entertain for a moment 
an.idea of occupying it, not thinking myſelf at 
liberty, by the inſtructions under which I then 
acted, to detain the greater part of the ſorce in 
Virginia for the purpoſe of ſecuring a harbour 
for ſhips of the line 3/ and, on my return to it 
in Auguſt, I thought it then beacme my duty 
to make the beſt of it I could, = no other 
harbour to propoſe in its pla 5 
« Inregard to Awe np. © thai + 
of the navy previous to your letter of the 24th 
of September, 1 can only repent what I had 
Ges _ 


"ANY r Br 


the-bbtgur'iof fayinig ao! your Exbelknch in 
che converſation/ to which yon :allddei; btkat, 
eee eee, 
vibeſche chat data. Ab you letters kald out 
uniſormly: hopes uf ref a an that had n 
reaſoh · rain any uf tha to wppols that you! 
nau last fiht df che poffbility ai effr ting it. 
And that, undar thoſe hopes, after feridus) res! 
fieQion,/ I. did not thinkythat.it would bave 
been juſſ fi ble in / mo tou xyadon: thoſe poſts, 
with our numieidus ſick;; qrtitiery," ſtores, and 
ſhippitg i or ta tiſie an Inh hieh, in all 
probability, ewe, d6-itzoonſequetcn have 
precipitated gheitoſs! obthemwur; u 1! Bigigai'/ 
% My:letter:from, Vorky düted the /26td- of 
' Qtobery was written utideh;gremt kghtation of 
 mliadandjnigrent, hurryi being:cpnſtanſly:1n- 
 . terrupted by number of people cm upon 
buſtueſa or detemony. ut my intemion in 
wing that letter w ta anplain pho mati ves 
dhat luſſuenced my own aandocg, and ip ber. 
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rate the "incidents that 3 Wann 
that foreed us to ſurrender, * 


8 g 6 « Thave the bonour, 4e. 
66 « CORNWALLIS: 


NUMBER IX. 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Earl 
.Cormwallis, dated New Vert, 2d and 10th 
December, 178 ls 


UTR letter was not read in the Houſe of Lords, oy 


66 My 8 


40 AS your Lordſhip i is pleaſed, ' nn 
letter of this day, to revert to the circumfiance 
of your quitting Williamſburg Neck and re- 
paſling the James River, ſo contrary to the 
intentions I wiſhed to expreſs in my letters of 
the 11th and 15th of June, and thoſe referred 
to by them, and which I thought they would 
have clearly explained. Your Lordſhip will, I 
hope, forgive me, if I once more repeat that 
L am 


"4 APPENDIX. 

am oſ opinion, if thoſe. letters, had been proper- 
ly underſtood by your Lordſhip, you would 

at leaſt have heſitated before you adopted that 

meaſure, For I humbly preſume it will ap- 

pear, upon a re-peruſal of them, that it was 


my defire to recommend to your Lordſhip the 


taking a healthy defenſive ſtation, either at 
Williamſburg or York; and, after keeping 
what ' troops you might want for the ample 


defence of ſuch a poſt, and deſultory move- 


ments by water, to ſend me ſuch a proportion 
of the corps (mentioned in a lift) as you could 
ſpare, taking them in the ſucceſſion they are 
there placed. Your Lordſhip, on the con- 
trary, underſtood theſe as conveying a poſitive 
order to ſend me three thouſand men, (by 


which you ſay your force would have been 


reduced to about two thouſand four hundred 
rank and file fit for duty ; — having, it is 
preſumed, above 1500 fick ;) and was pleaſed 
to tell me, in your anſwer, that you could not, 
conſiſtent with my plans, make ſafe defenſive 

| | poſts 


- 
* 
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poſts at Vork and Glouceſter, (both of which 


would be neceſſary for the protection of ſhips 


ping;) and that you ſhould immediately re- 


paſs James River, and take meaſures for com» 


plying with my requiſition, - 


« I own, my Lord, that my opinion of the 


obvious meaning of the letters referred to, 
continues ſtill the ſame and I am exceedingly 


ſorry to find, by the letter you have now 
honoured me with, that it differs ſo widely 
from your Lordſhip's. It is plain, however, 
we cannot both be in the right. 

« My letter of the i 1th of July directs your 
Lordſhip to fortify Old Point Comfort, in 
the mouth of James River, with the intention 
of ſecuring Hampton Road, which the Ad- 
miral reeommended as the beſt naval ſtation, 
and requeſted I would occupy. But your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 27th of July informs 
me, you had examined Old Point Comfort, 
with the officers of the navy, and the engi- 
neers, and that you were all of opinion, a poſt 

L 3 there 
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there would not anſwer the purpoſe; and 


| that [you , ſhould, therefore, in compliance 
with the pirit of my orders, ſeize Vork and 
| Glouceſter, being the only harbour in which 
you could hope to be able to give get 


protection to line of battle ſhips. | Suppofing, 


therefore, of courſe, that your Lordſhip. ap- 


proved, in every reſpect, of York and Glou- 


- * ceſter, from the preference you had thus 


given them to the poſt, I had recommended, 
did not qppoſe the choice you had made; 


baving never received the leaſt hint from 
your Lordſhip that the ground of Vork was 


unfavourable, or liable to be ende till 


. after you had capitulated. 


With reſpect to your Lordſhip! s having 
been influenced in your conduct, by the hopes 
of relief, (which you ſay was uniformly. held 

aut to you in all my letters) your Lordſhip 


cannot be inſenſible, that the poſſibility - of 


effecting it muſt have entirely depended upon 


the exertions of the navy; which, as I was 


not 


pes OS 
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not authoriſed to-'promiſe before the 24th of 


September, I am perſuaded your Lordſhip 


| will readily acknowledge, that if your letter 
of ehe 20th Oftober implies I bad done ſo be- 


fore that period, the implication cannot be 


. ſupported by any thing I wrote previous to 
my letter of that date, whiet * . 


on the 29th, 


„„As, therefore, my letters of the ad and 7 


6th of September, which promiſe only my 


 ownexertions, did not reach your Lordſhip 
before the 13th and 14th of that month, and 


you did not before then know of Sir Samuet 
Hood's arrival, or of Mr. Graves's having 
more than ſeven ſail of the line to combat 
Monfieur De Graſſe's force, which on the 
29th of Auguſt you had heard conſiſted of at 


_ leaſt twenty-five. ſail of the line; your Lord- 
ſhip conſequently could have no hopes of re- 
lief before that time. And with reſpect to 


your efcape to New-York, immediately om 


the arrival of General Waſhington's troops at 


unn 


* : 
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| Williamſburg, which your letter of the 20th 
ol Oftober implies you were prevented from 


undertaking, by the receipt of mine of the 


24th of September; I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that if it had been ever practicable 
after the time your Lordſhip mentions (which 
T am free to own I do not think it was) it 
muſt have been between that period and the 


time of the enemy's force appearing before 


your lines. It may, therefore, be preſumed, 
you could not have been prevented by any 
thing I faid in that letter, as you did not re- 
ceive it until after the latter event took place. 
But I readily admit, my Lord, that none of 
my letters could give you the leaſt reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that an attempt would not be made to 
ſuccour you. 

« Your Lordſhip will, I am — alſo 
forgive me, if I again take notice of the too 
poſitive manner in which you are pleaſed to 
ſpeak of the opinion I gave you about the 

Gailing of the fleet; as my words were, t there 
20 1 
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s every reaſon to hope we ſhall ſtart from 
hence about the 5th of October.“ And in 
my letter of the next day, for fear that 
ſhould appear too poſitive, I ſay, It is ſup- 
« poſed the neceflary repairs of the fleet will 
« detain us here to the gth of next month; 

« and your Lordſhip muſt be ſenſible that un- 
« foreſeen accidents may lengthen it out _ 5 
« or two longer.“ 

With regard to entrenching tools, the want 
of which your Lordſhip ſo much complains 
of, I can only ſay, that by the returns made 
to me by the Adjutant-general, it appears that 
two thouſand five hundred had been ſent to the 
Cheſapeak by the Engineer, fince General 
Arnold's expedition, incluſive; and that the 
firſt moment a requiſition was made for more, 
(which was not before the 23d of Auguſt) I 
ordered an additional ſupply to be ſent, which 
were prevented from going, by the arrival of 
the French fleet, I own, however, that I was 
not at that time very uneaſy on this ſcore, as 

| I ſup- 
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I ſiippoſed it poſſible for your Lordſhip to 


have collected a ſufficiency from the neigh- 
bouring plantations any time before the n= 
veſtiture was begun. | | " 
December 10, —— I bad wrote thus far, 
my Lord, immediately after the receipt of your 


Lordſhip's letter of the ad inſtant, But con- 


Gdering that it was poſſible you might not 
have adverted to the implications, which your 


letter of the 20th of October may be thought 


to bear, from the great agitation of inind and 
burry in which you tell me it was written, 1 


- was unwilling to give you at that time more 


' trouble on the ſubject; —in the honeſt hope 


dat your Lordfhip' s cand6ur will induce you 


moſt formally to diſavow your having any 
ſuch intentions by writing that letter, in caſe 
you find, on your arrival in England, that 
the paſſages of it (which I have taken notice 
of) ate underſtood as I ſuſpect they may be. 
And 125 therefore intended to have ſent this 


letter to à friend to be delivered to you in 


2 London, 
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having arrived 
e einn 
converfations with dic F n, have u = 
bono ve fnckfay fas your Lowiftid's i. 
mation, the copy of a letter I wrote lt on 
the ſubject, with his Lordſhig's chere, 

« ] perceive. by Lord Cornwallis's letter of 
the 20th f Oeder that his opinion'ol che 


dee well mf that” de 1456" at think 'the 


enen Will beni 46 rid ung br of It, 


Hed his Loa Rowevery! not both D very 
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„ 495] eee bod yd. .gvinnng 1 
have fo often hach the henaur of delivery | 
ing the. ſame ſentithapte. to; your, Low Ih- 

that Luxuſt beg. you pati on ſur again travbling 

of opinion that operation ſhould dot be under. 
taken in the .Choſapeak,. Without haviag a 
naval, ſuperiority. In- thoſe. ſeq 3; 90% ta the 
want. of: it, and perhaps 46 that: lone, rn 
to impute our late, misfortupe. in han gur 
ter. Therefore, when I did myſelf the horiouy | 


of ſending you a copy of Lord Cornwallis's 
letter to me of the zoth of Otober, did got 


, think it neceſſury to trouble your Lordſhip _ 
with any remarks upon ſome paſſages of it, 
Which wüht ſeem ta kiply, that his Lord- ft 
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dap ted been durcb te u bed pp, by thy 
oners; notwhhſtan ding be het fopreſernel hy 


defedh,” und hill 'Wheninducttitorretmpialthens = 


contrary do dh jlidgment'by'the-politfve uu. 


rances L. hal givenchim of cellefy/eſfocially'an 
your Lordſhip,wes poſſeſſed of our dotreſpon · 


dende, which.copld. lathe fille} manner Jas 
yaligyts eviry, lmpligation of thyt forty and, I. 
wildes 19;havs an, opportunity, of ſpeaking 46 
Lord Corriwallis before ee 
ſo defiente a ſubſe; | iy 05 +> © 

e Led Corelle perl br, i 
have had g good dgl. of converfation with. in 
Lordſhip vpn le byfinels;. by which, fn 
by the anfiver-he Das. ſens ms te later. ! 


wrote him Litherggny, (copies of which, are in- 


cloſed) it appears, th bis Lordſhip. admits 
this was not the,caſs, But as Lord Cornwal: 
lis's difavorrnl | is | not fo fo « explicit and dire, in 
his letter, as T couſd with, pnd.] think jane 
to thy thirabler — 1 beg your Lord - 
uf ade to — obſervations; ” 

which 
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which I hope the anxiety I muſt naturally feel 
en le vocaſion,! will land my anrufe for 
troubling yourithz though they'may not be 
neceſſary to vindicate me with your Lordſhip, 
who ls already £6 ecmpotent to u 
„m perſuaded that le will appear by 

my letters to Lord Cormwilth ef the F tik 

ind 1508"of Jöns, and” thelb — 1 
them, that 1 eetimendd hls raking” 
healthy,/ dafendive ftation, ether at "Wit W 
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duty; having probably at that tithe a numero 
fick) wold e in big waſwer, chit he could 
bet, ellen eich my! plan, - make faſe 
defeafive poſt at York and 'Olovorfter,', (both 
which would! be neceſſary for the preteen 
of. ſhipping) and chat be ſhould Inimodiately 
repaſh me River, ad tahe nvkfures (for 
complying with: ey, | requiſition; '' Findings 
therefore, that bs Lordſhip tid ib eritirely 
miſconeetved ny ifitentiony,] 1: Immediately | 
conflilted with Reap Admiral Grover apon 
the: dubjoft of iin letter j a the dmirel 
being: igf--1aghihian/ chat a riaval fition: ia 
Cheſkpeak for! large ſhips was abſolutely re- 
his Ihedfhip; ad the Adminl'rrequeſt; to eas = 


James River, nnd fortiſy id pon the: flaps 
pofitidn thatiarwork dere would (ſecure that 
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werber lend bb Landſhip lheaxbü d pad 

anNerk neteſſiry to cr Old Font Noni. 
forts, he ds at liberty! toi take that a 
 T'div2:060er was; ſent tb Lad /Corawgtits 
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end being piL{ofi6piniob apatt Mersch 


wan aoſwer the purpoſe,:he ſhould, complis 
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ange with the fpirit. of my urders, ſelne Noch 
and. Glovexſten, being the büly hattbhr- in 
which he chmid: hope i0 be able tog 
 Qual:;proteQion gan lnb: battle q hi 
Vopies ol theſe letters are intloſed for your 
Ledthip to refer; tar and Itruſt ir il ap- 


in this-inftance entirely il Londlhip'ã holde. 


But neben ihq ing received any reprefernantob 
frqn hi: Ilunifhip by which I could hes 
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I ſtand the French 12 fince . e 
dying 5 would ine 
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| Lordſhip could 23 infeaſible that the pol 
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the 10 conception. he thought che .ground 


diſadyantageaus, and, able, to enfilade, (a; 
of the, aoth of, Oftober) 
and, ſuppoſing from the preference bis Lords 
ſhip_ had. thus given it to the one I had re» 


5 commended, that he fully approved | of York 
| and Glouceſter, , | 1 own l did not oppoſe his 
| laying. hold of wem, as I could not. enter- 


tain | the r malleſt, Tube of their being defen- 


he ad [id poſt . l. bad, told, his 
Lordſhip I wanted. And, indeed, if his Lord- 


ſhip had n not now informed me that it was a 


bad one, the eagerneſs With ! I _unger- 
1 5 


e me fil n think 


well of it, 


Wc el LL to . Lordi 1— 
been inflienced in 10 {nnd by the hopes . 
I. Hap eich 27 1 pleaſed d to ar 1 uni- 


formly held out tc to bim in in all my letters) his 


fibi lity 


© © 7 
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bility'of effefting it inuſt have entirely de- 
ended upon the exertions of the flect, which, 
as L Wit not authorized to progiſe bim be- 
fore the council of war hetd on the-24th'&f 
September, 1 am perfuated that the implics- 
tion in his Lordfhip's letter that T had done 
ah before that IRON; cannot be  fupported Gs 


Lettie! 


ledge) by any thing 1 wrote to him, previous 

to my letter of 'that date, which he received 

on the 2yth. As, therefore, my letters of 
che ad and 6th of September, which promiſe 

| only my own exertions, did not reach his 
Lordſhip before the 13th and 14th of that | | 
month, and he did not before then know of 
Sir. S. Hood's arrival, or that Admiral Qrayes | 

| had more than ſeyen ſail of the line to oom 
bat Monſieur de. 'Grafle's farce, . whoſe arrival, 

it appears from his Loxdſhip's letters, he 
knew of on the 29th of Auguſt, and ſup- 
9 it to be twenty-five fail of the line, 


hig 


ABBENDHY , 9¹ 
his Lordſhip conſequently did not receive 
from me any; hapes of relief before that time, 

Wich regard to his Lordthip's eſcape 

to New York, immedintely on the arrival 
of General, Waſhington's troops, at William 
burg, which his letter of the 20th of October 
implies he was prevented from undertaking 
by dhe receipt of wine of the ach of Sept. 
practicable, and that it was at no time to be 
effected to the, northward, far reaſons which 
1 gave his Lordſhip. But had: it been ever = 
tions, it mu}, I. chink, have, been, between 
that period and the time, of the enemy's force 
preſenting itſelf before the lines of York; 
and it is conſequently preſumable, his Lord- 
in that letter, as he acknowledges he did not 
receive it. until after, the latter event took 
. But I readily admit, my Lord, that 
| © IT none 
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none of my leiter could give. his Lordſhip 
_ the leit reaſon to {oppoſe that an attempt | 
would Böb be tinide to fucebür bim, though, 
I muff eollfefs, 1 think" bis Lbrätmip ſpeaks 
in His Itter rather doo poſitively of the pl 
nion [Rave' in wine, as to the time of the 
Rette Tilſig?*My words being, «There is 
"every "reafon © to hope we' ſhall ſtärt from 
* henct about the 5th of "Otober.? And 
left even that ſhould be thought poſitive, 
I the” next day told? him, . that «unforeſeen 
G benny Mem, ne it” out 1 day or 
two longer. to] i 28 l 
Tie Simplaint me Lordſhip mals bf 
the "win" öf intrenchitig? thols, 1 cin *6hly 
anſwer, by '{aying, ' that it'ippears froth "the 
Adjutantgeritral's retürns to me, that two 
thouſand frre hundred kad been ſent by the 
engineer to the Cheſapeak with the different 
expeditions, fince the one commanded by 
General Arnold incluſive; and the firſt mo- 
ment a requiſition was made for more, (which 
at's . 


APPENDIX,” by 
was not belöre bis Lotdalltꝰ, lecef of che 
22d of Auguſt) 1 6tteted an additichal ap! 
ply to be tent, which wefe pfedentec᷑ kr 5 
going by the arrival of the French flute; 
But 1 muſt own, my Eord!” that wi ob 
then very viiealy"68"this (6H ks Ol 
mylelr it wits" 'polRble for his Lotalki 10 
have” elected wt be Wihteg“ from the 
nefghbouring plantitions any tue Whore The 
inveſtitiſte Wal begun. A aim n dt 

Nò mant my Bold, can feel bor fenſiby 
than 1 did for be bnbaßpy fitnati6n'sf Lord 
Cornwallis and bis gellumt arty, * * whoſe me- 

ritorious conduct, pirit, ad Zeal! on atl be- 
caflons, muſt beighten our "anxiety and con- 
cern for their preſent fate; and therelore 
his Lordſhip is pleaſed to tell me that his 
| letter of the 25th of Oftober was written 
under great-agitation. of mind and in great 
hurry, which might poſſibly have prevented 
his adverting to the implications which it 
may be thought to bear, I cannot, at preſent, 
with 


erat. 

wiſh to give bis Lordſhip more trouble on 
tze ſubjeR, although his anſwer of the ad 
inſtant js not fo explicitly fatifaAory as 1 
| expaſted, it would, have; been;,, for, if the 
paſſages in that; letter, which, L hae taken 
reden "ob mould be underſtood in Europe 
in any reſped to my prejudice, 1 cannot 
| Sepbt his Lordſhip will have candour enough | 
moſt formally. to. diſavow, his having any 
ſuch intentions. But if his; Lordſhip," con} 
tracy, io my :exepeRation, ſhall not be .in- 
£lined to de. ſa, I muſt. be ebliged;; though 
reluaantly, moſt earneſtly .' to requeſt your 
Loudſhip to render me that juſtice, (which 
3 
02th ee 4 
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Major-General Philips, dated March 10, 
e 4011 to + dit 4 2 4 A 


nm e eee 
mouth, and requiring u fortified Nutzon for 


large ſhiprin the Cheſapeak, could propoſe 
Yotk' Town, or Old Polne Oomſortz if po 


feſſton of either can be acquired! and min- 
tal 4 itt b reat- riſk or loſs, you- are 


at liberty to take poſſeſſion thereof. But if 
the objections are ſuch as you thitilt forcible, 
you muſt, after ſtating thoſe obſestome de- 
cline it till ſolid A ewe gt en 
S | 


meien 


| Extratt from, the Suh yet 7. Carver ations 
held with General hips, fot to that 
+ Gerieral. cer fur his Fudancee rn 
t a n eee ain 4 
44 BUT if the heights of York, We thoſ 
on the Glouceſter ſide, cannot be ſo well 
and ſo ſpon; fortified: as to render that poſt 
hors T infult before the enemy can move a ſorce, 
&c. againſt i it, ĩt may not be adviſcable to at- : 
temp it, In, that.caſe ſomething, my pof. 
ſibly be done at Old Point Comfort to cover 
large, ſhips lying in Hampton road, which is 
reckoned a, good one. If neither can be ſe- 
cured, ve muſt content ourſelves with keep- 
ing the Cheſapeak, wir frigates and other 
armed veſlels, which will always find ſecu- 
rity againſt a ſuperior naval force in Eliza 


beth River,” 


" NU Ms 
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1 Extra from" Sir Henry Clinton's s Letters 10 
| 2 Led George Germain,” 
; OCTOBER zo, 1780, „Inis a few 
| : days fend to'Charles-town, all the recruits - 
| belonging to the ſouthern army, which will 


be about eight hundred. And then, includ- | 
ing the corps under General Leſlie, Lord 
Cornwallis will bave full 11306 dire | 
rank und" fle under his orders, | hat) | 
April ch, 178 7. “ Aſter the redoion 
of Oharles- ton, Lord Cornwallis inſormeũ 
mes that he thought the force I left with bim 
fully competent to the defence of South, and | 
moſt probably the reduction of North Caro- 1 
lina;” I had; therefore, at that time no other 
Intention (threatened as we were, by be er 
pected arrival of 4 French fleet and army in 
''Rhode-Iſland) than to ſend an expedition in- 
| bw cy ana a by way of making a 
9 vi om e 010 409 eee 


„ Arp ENDIx 
diverſion, in his Lordſhip's favor, until more 
ſolid operation wight take place. Which E 
was "in hopes that „adequate e 
from Europe, would have enabled me to un- 
dertake early in the preſent year. Events, 
however, 2 notwithſtanding the very glorious 
exertions which were made at Camden, al? 
tered Lord Cornwallis's. ſituation fo much as 
to make it neceſlary for him to call the corps 
J. bad ſent to Cheſapeak with General Leſſie, 
(and which 1 had put under his Lordſhip's 
orders) to a nearer co- operation. Being, 
therefore, ſtill defirous to ſecure a poſt in 
that bay to cover the King's frigates which 
might be acting there; and at the ſame time 
wiſhing to give Lord Cornwallis every aſſiſt- 
ance in my power ; I ſent / thither another 
detachment, under the orders of Brigadier - 
general Arnold; which, though not fo, con- 
- fiderable as the former met with the ſulleſt 
ſucceſs, and will, I doubt, not, haye greatly 
, aided, the movements of the army in Caro- 
lina, 


cher from their army at Rhode-iſland, with 


A RHN DI. 99. 


lina. General; Waſhington, having detached. 
a body, of troops to the ſouth ward, and the 
French having embarked in their flect, ano» - 


an apparent intention of interrupting our 
operations in Virginis, and the Carolinas; 


1 was induced to ſend to the Cheſapeak ano - 


ther expedition (drawn principally from the 
elite of my army) under Major- general Phil. 


bps. All theſe ſeveral detschments, your 


Lopdſhip- will perceive are ating, either with 


or. in favour of Lord Cornwallis, But, as 
General Waſhipgton's letter to Mr. Harriſon 


(s. copy, af which your Lordſhip will foe 
amongſt the intercepted letters incloſed) inti- 
mates, that there will not be oppoſed to his 


Lordſhip, above two thouſand continentals 


more than General Green had with him be- 


fore; 1 am led to hope that, when his 


Lordſhip has eſtabliſhed himſelf ! in North- 
Carolina, a very conſiderable den of his 


02 execution 


160. = APPENDIS:. 


execution ſuch further operations, as Lord 


CornwAllis may have to propole ; or | the 
whole or ſuch part us ſhall be bound pradti- 
cable of thoſe 1 had defigiied, and accordingly: 
explained to Major-general Phillips, in ſomt 
cotiverſations 1 bad with him before bis de- 
Perture. 

4 If e wig 
lands ſhall not, on mature deliberation, be 
thought adviſeable, and nothing, elſe offers in 
this quarter; I ſhall probably reinforce Ma: 
jor-general Phillips, and direct him to carry 


on ſuch operations as may moſt effectuull) 


favour thoſe of Lord Cornwallis, until ſbme 
plan can be determined on for the campaign, 
For, until I know his Lordfhip's fucteſs, the 


force he can, in conſequence of it, ſpate from 
the Carolipay, and the certainty of the arrival | 


ol the fix regiments intended to reinforce us, 
it will be impoſſible to decide finally upon it. 
Your Lordſhip will, however, ſee by the in- 


Cloſed opinion, what were the operations 1 


hae 


* 


1 


LU [8 


im the! Cheſapeak, your Lordſhip KD 
hohe much their ſueteſi and even the ſafety 


4 PEN DIN ror | 


bad planned for the enſniing cathpaigh, upon - 


the Tuppoliti6n, that Lord Cornwallis tie 


ceedled in the Cutolinss, and Was able to 


part 4'confidetable force fam thetes, Wit 
the'ten thouſand men I requeſted, I Ahbuld not 
Have had 4 doubt of ſubcen. But in my 


preſent reduced ſtate and proſpetis 1 dare not 


flatter wyfelf with any. And F the Frendi 
Mode fill be teinforced, your Lofdlhip will, 


1 em perfunded, judge our fitwition 'to be 
even critical, For With regard to our efſbrs 


of the armament there, will depend upon out 
having a decided navil ſuperiotity in theſk 


ſem. Aud 1, thettfore, cahtot doubt that 


every precaution will be taken, to give mme, 
it heft, timely notice of the contraty being 
likely' to happen f 18 my IEnorunee of ſuch 


m event, might be moſt Wal in ts conſes 


e 
| ' 4 4 . 
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The reinforcement I aſked for, was 
only what 1 judged to be barely adequate, 


to the ſervices required; and I moſt ſincerely 


the full extent of numbers, and in the time 1 
requeſted. However, the preſent reduced ſtate 
of General Waſhington, the little probability 
there is, I hope, of an augmentation to the 
French armament, and the certainty there is, 


I likewiſe bope, of the fix Britiſh regiments, 


and one thouſand recruits. joining me in 8 
ſhort time, together, with the expeQation 
I have of Lord-Cornwallis's ſucceſs in Caro» 
ling, enabling him to ſend me a conſiderable 


reinforcement from thence, render the apy 


pearances of my ſituation Jeſs critical. And 
I ſhall, , therefore, only add, my Lord, that 


while the King does. me the honour, to 


truſt me with the command of this army, 


1 will employ it to the utmoſt of my poor 
abilities, for the promoting his ſervice; — 
| taking the liberty, however, to repreſent 

* (as 


-” 
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(is tin it my duty) hat advantages ay ; 
be odtuned by an additional foree, and what 
* — from the want of 4 
ſafficient one. pad £1 19929 13499 94 il} har 10 15 
April 30, 17. our Lordihip will 
have ſeen in the” paper I had che honbur to 
hend 5 u in may laſt"difpatch, what er I 
| Jtidged' would be *requiſite for this "ſervices, 
Not! le, my Lord; than 10,000 mew:vank | 
atid Ate, fit for dirty, indeed I ' wiſh they 
„ Could be rhore, But the! incloſed-brorurns. 
Will Thew out Lordſhip that after lenving 
theſe" poste to their preſent garriſons, and 
N leaving 1600 men in the poſt in Elizabeth. 
River (ſuppofing it may not be found ne- 
cefſary to oecupy another ſtation) 1 ſhall not 
bave quite 3000 men for it, unleſs/:the'thrde 
"battalions exptQted from the Weſt Indies 
arrive in proper time and condition for fet- 
vice, or Lord Cornivallis ſhould' be able 
do ſpare from his defenſive in Carolina (when | 
he determines upon it) a conſiderable part 
of 


11 
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eo. dhe army under his immediate com- 


mand ; Which, however, bis Londſhip's let- 
ter of: dhe Ach inſtant, gives. me no hopes of, 


or indeed that he will even ſpare me the thres 


Aim ding {rom Irclagd, 


Acſultory movement, the .trial of this . ex- 


Serimant, ſhould I ändt the report ven 


we of mur friends in that country properly 
| guline friends wodld perſuade ys. to hope, we 
may -pofſibly be able to maintain qurielyes 


ſuustion to give the experiment a fair trial, 


on his ootinent: Which 1 am free to gwn 
I think can never be eſſected without the we 
dial Fe” numerous rats 8 


1. 1590 © > « HIT) 75 1 Lick 
l 622 £ {14 te | 


RMS tbh ceo hang pink 
1 e emer We be hen r 


I 


3 


u our afffity to, the ſouthward ;,and ill ope - 


place, hn. dee in Sen of hit ar 
wmediate attention. "I know aotdingef his 
_ Laxdſhip's +. Situations. but what, 1 have learnt 
Len bi kane tome of the 1oth, which you 
.. . ceived. this letter that his Lordſhip, would 


preſent force thithery he propoſes to detain 
_ 2. part of the.reipforcement coming from Eu- 


rope for his more ſouthern operations, eve 


* oy - 
_— a 1 
2 - 


-1 Tucloſed, in ile above letter: the following. 
extr atss from ch 5 Ta Ma- 


Suan WIT . 01 26. 1780 
.1 4; Lord Cornwallis's arrival. at Wilmings 


1 een 


rations, to the northward muſt probably give 


have been in a conditian to ſpare me a confides 
rable part of his army from Carolina for the 


| operations in Cheſapeak ; but you will obſerve 


from it, chat inſtead of ſending any part of his 


though they ſhould be defenſive, I thall 
R therefore 
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| therefore! take the opinions of the, general'of- 
ficets near me, upon the prtſent ſtate af ou 
affairs, and afterwards ſend you, ſuch a Fein- 
forcement from this army, as we may judge 
ean be done ilk rolerable ecurity-to thii poſt, 


it leaſt, while we temain ſuperior at ſea. 00). 


- April 30, 1781. To the ſame. If. 
Lord Cornwallis propoſes no operation to yo 
ſoon (that is, before the month of June) and 
you ſee none that vrill operate for him directly. 
I think che beſt indirect. one in his favour 
will be what you and General. Amold have | 
propoſed to me in Number 10 of | your joint 
letter of the 28th inſtant. The. only viſl 
you run is from n temporary ſuperiority of 
the enemy at ſen 3 it is, howevers an icmpors 
tant move, and ought, in my opinion, to 
bo tried auen with ſome riſk- — 
information of yoF᷑ĩ? intended move, 1 and il 
poſfible:Þ will follow-you- into with 
fuck a {mall reinforeement as carr at SRP 
Spare. 1161900 05361361 em sit 20? ↄg t 
Hed! - | POM? i blyuot yo: 166: * 
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I if che next packet dora not ſatisfy. me um 


- ++ | ſhalt-probably retire and, Jeave tbe 
aommand to Lord Cornwallis; to whom it | 
wilt de my advice to try the only experiment 


that in my opinion can operate, if the one in 
Carolina "bas failed. For as to Virginia, 1 
know none which can reduce that province 4 


one campaign. My df | fr 


« As you ſeemed to think, bes you re- 


ceived Lord Cornwallis's letter that all direct 
| operation, in | favour of his Lordſhip would 


cent by the end of May, &c. pray let me 
receive General Arnold's, and your opinion 
as ſoon as poſſible : 1 confeſs, I am not fans 
guine, but if the experiment can be tried with. 
out any other riſk than from the enemy 3 u- 
periority at ſea 1 ſhould wiſh to do it. 
« Sould Lord Cornwallis determine on 


a @ defenſive in the Carolinas, he ſurely cannot 


want any of the European reinforcement, and 
will of courſe, ſend it to you, and all ſuch 
other as ſhall arrive; thus reinforced, if after 

e leaving 
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Teaving a ſufficient garrifor in Elizabeth Ri- 
"ver, you can proceed to I think we thil 
be in force to give this a fair trial and Fay 

leave you in the command there, unleſs things 

ſhould take a more favourable turn in the 

Carolinas, and Lord Cornwallis's preſence 

there be no longer neceſſury. For until they 
do, 1 ſhould i imagine he will not 180 * 


N. n. Theſe two letters wills rocker dif 
ets fel! into Lord Cotiiwallis's hands on 
General Phillips's death and were opened by 
| his Lordſhip ; and the expedition therein pro. 
: poſed recommended to his conſideration, ' - 


* 
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W e e May 16 1781. | 
4 vT mould. Lord Cornwallis perũſt in - 
his intention of joining Major-general Phi | 
" lips, as mentioned in his letter to that General 
Officer, 1 ſhall be under ſome apprehenifions 
for every part of South Carolina, except Char- 
es- town, and even for Georgia, unleſs the 
ſpeedy arriyal of the reinforcement expected 


from Europe, may enable the officer, com« 
manding | in South Carolina, to take poſt in 
force in ſome healthy ſtatlon in thie back coun» 
„May 22. Notwithſtanding the pur- 
port of theſe letters, I am yet in hopes, from 
Lord Cornwallis's letter to me of the 24th, 


that his Lordſhip will not perſiſt in attempting 


a Junction with Major- general Phillips, as I 
5 b am 


den jm 8 Hory e i. | 


%, 
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am apprehenſive it may be attended with ſome 
riſky. not only to his on corps, but tb that 
of General Phillips, ſhould that General Of- 
ſicer not have been joined in time by the re- 
inforcement I have ſent him. And I even 
- have my doubts whether his Lordſhip's march | 

to the northward will draw after him, as, ho 
| expects, the rebel General Green; who, 1 
fear, will endeavour either to inveſt Camden, 
or, by ſtationing himſelf between that place - 
and. Charleſto wu, render Lord Rawgon's fitus 
ation very hazardous. I am therefore induced | 
to flatter myſelf, that Lord Cornwallis, when 
be bears of Lord Rawdon' s ſucceſs againſt 
Green, will rather march into South Carolina 


either by the direct route of Croſs Creek and 
Camden, or by that of George Town; or even 
by embarkation, though he ſhould be obliged | 
to leave his cavalry behind until veſlels. can be 
ſent for them, than attempt t the propoſed j june. 
tion with General Philips in the way he men: | 

| | tions ; 'F 


* 7 * 
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dam: which 4; muſt: feetly own deppelbe to 
mez ſor the renſona I have tated, not only 


dangerous to boch cbrps in ihe attempt, but 


replete, with the worſt conſequences to our 
ann 
IGG Frantz: 1 er ail 7 12% 
NUMBER n wegen unn, 
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Extra from Sir Henry chu, lu 
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correſpondence with Earl Cornwallis, which 


I kye had the/bonour to tranſmit from time 
ta3ime te your: Lardſhip, will hw; e! 


leſt in Carolina a very fair proportion of my 
army, and ſuch as his Lordſhip thought fuſfi« 
cient; da ſecure: South, and recover: North Caz 
rolina. With what was leſt ſoo me to ust 
with in this quarter, I took the field imme - 
dutely upon my arrival here, General Leflie's* 
expedition 


. vY 7 * = , 
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uns calling for ſtill farther reinforcement;and 
co-operation; ſoon reduced this part of my 
army to a deſenſiye, al moſt as low in numbers. 
a8 Sir William Howe left me in 1777. If our 
ſucceſſes, therefore, in the ſouthern Proyinges 
have not anſwered your Lordſhip's expecta- 
dona. it cannot, I am certain, be imputed eithet. - 
to the ſmallneſs of the numbers I left there, 
or the tardineſs or ſcantineſs with which 1 
have fince ſupplied the exigenoies of that ſer- 
vice. Though I am firongly impreſſed with 
| the importance of recovering Virginia, I fear 
we entire roduRtion of ſo. populous a province 
is not to be expected from an gperation ſolely | 
there ;_ unleſs our friends in it were more nu · 
merous, and were heartily inclined to aſſiſt us 
nat only in conquering, but in keeping it. 


11 


„ 1 . 4 4 * 1 
. * . N 0 . 
a 144 ' i ( * 14 2 
I ; a , ts 5 4 ! 
”. : y 7 
. « % * 
1. 27 
» 
P * 


0 of * * * _ . * = > | - : ' a N 
* * * | 
A. T «SA . 
* . = - 


Joy 23. « Nothing ty Lord; lanients 
| more fincetely than I do, the long/continnance 


of the weſterly winds, which prevented the * 


failing of the Warwick's convop'; and I hope 
your Lordſhip will pardon me for agaln re- 
,  penting, that had the reinforcement ſailed: as 
" early as was proiniſed, and the three battalions 
not been detained in the Weſt Indies, I ſhould 
perhaps by this time have made ſuch-move- 


menti u would have obliged the enemy to 


de apprehenſive for their own poſſeſſions, in- 
Head of meditating the attac which 8 
eee 11 
Auguſt 9. „I am entirely of your Lord- 
ſhip's ſentiments with reſpect to Lord Corn · 
wallis having done as much in North Caro- 


Wia as could hade been effected with- his force. 


But I have to lament the cauſes which reduced 


it ſo low in number; and that his Lordſhip 
was induced to perſiſt in his plan, aſter it be- 
came obvious that he was not able to eſtabliſh 
| a 0 oy . himſelf 


31 Arn n 
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| | 
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| cial battalions, befides detachments from Mur 


_—_—_— 


gen Pig FA * 


nn 0 
ite, which here the objefts of his a 


9 the heart of at province. . en. 


From Lee candles wer letters; 1 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe he thought him - 


ſelf in Caffivlent irength-to command the ſug» = 
' coſt be hoped for. Had his-Lordſhip, hows 


ever, upon Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton's miſe 


| fortune, called upon me ſor . u reinforcement, 


or had I even known it in time, I am perſuaded 


your Lordſhip will do me the juſtice to ac: 
knowledge, that W was abſolutely. out of my 


power to affiſt him more than I did 3 eſpecially 
when it is conſidered, chat at this moment his 
Lordſhip: bas acting with, bim, and in the 


different poſts under his command, nineteen 


Britiſh, eight German, and/fourteen Ptoviꝶ | 


Britiſh battalions, and Tagers, artillery and 
cavalry; whilſt in my preſent threatened fitu- 
ation, I haue (through ee deſire to 

1 n ſupport 
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